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Gales to profess vows 
Frater Carl Gales, former music 
director of Cathedral of St. Joseph 
Parish, will profess vows in the 
Society of the Divine Word Sept. 
18. He hopes to minister in Fr. 
Tolton’s mission field.  
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Roodhouse to advise Bishop McKnight
on matters pertaining to canon law

By Jay Nies 
As a young man, Benjamin Roodhouse’s goal in life was 

to join the U.S. Navy, serve his country as a Navy pilot “and 
possibly die gloriously in battle.” 

The events of 9/11 solidified his resolve. 
“I was accepted to officer candidates’ school and was ex-

pected to report right after graduation from college,” said 
Mr. Roodhouse, the Jefferson City diocese’s newly appointed 
director of canonical services.

Confronted with a clear choice between following God’s 
plan or his own, he opted for trust, embarking on a labyrin-
thine itinerary that eventually led him here. 

“That was a big moment for me,” he recalled. “But I’ve 
learned in the couple decades since then that the subtler stuff 
— when I say ‘yes’ to God every day, when I get up and 

pray and give myself over to God today, the daily conversion 
that He calls me to — those are the things that really, truly 
brought me to this place.”

Equipped with a juris doctorate in civil law, a licentiate in 
Church law, two years of formation in a religious community 
and nine years’ experience helping run a family business, Mr. 
Roodhouse will offer canonical advice and assistance to Bish-
op W. Shawn McKnight and his collaborators in the diocese.

“I think the bishop has a strong desire to help this dio-
cese become outstanding in every way,” said Mr. Roodhouse. 
“And I think that means having enough specialized staff to be 
of particular assistance to the pastors and parishes.”

Proper order
The 1983 Code of Canon Law prescribes in 1,752 para-

graphs — known as canons — much of how the Church 

See ROODHOUSE page 18

St. George School in Hermann off to a good start

By Jay Nies
Zachary Stobart was a newcomer 

to Hermann when he started teaching 
high school 15 years ago. 

He quickly figured out which of his 
students were graduates of St. George 
School.

“You could see that their direction 
was different, and for me being a Cath-
olic, it was a good direction to see,” he 
said. 

“It was the best marketing campaign 
for me to send my kids up here,” he stat-
ed, “because I wanted MY kids to look at 
problems the way those kids did.” 

Mr. Stobart and his wife did send 
their children to St. George, and he’s 
now in his third year as principal there. 

He spoke casually Aug. 22 amidst 
the hustle and keenly channeled chaos 
of yet another first day of school. 

“It’s been a long summer, but it’s 
gone by fast,” he quipped.

Months of preparation and planning 
in the Jefferson City diocese’s 37 Cath-
olic grade schools and three Catholic 
high schools was coming a head. 

Another school year was under way, 
despite the lingering pandemic. 

“We’re doing whatever we can to 
evangelize. We’re using all of our sub-
jects to help these kids grow academi-
cally and in their faith, and having some 
fun along the way,” said Mr. Stobart. 

Nearby, an outrageously dressed 
crossing guard named Tom Eggering 
greeted students while dancing in the 
crosswalk. 

“Welcome! Welcome! Brand-new 
school year!” he called out. 

See ST. GEORGE, page 17

Three children enter St. George School in Hermann for the first time of their new school year on Aug. 19.  — Photo by Jay Nies

Followed an intriguing path from California to Missouri —
Sees beauty in just laws, properly applied

158 students renew friendships, 
pray for a holy, successful year together
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Pray for deceased priests
Sept. 7 — Msgr. Harold J. Beeler, Ss. Peter & Paul, Boonville 

(1960)
Sept. 13 — Fr. Joseph F. Lorenz, St. Anthony, St. Anthony 

(1993)
Sept. 14 — Fr. William L. Forst, Columbia hospital ministry 

(2009)
Sept. 16 — Fr. Leonard S. Misey, St. Boniface, Brunswick; 

St. Joseph, Hurricane Branch; St. Raphael, Indian Grove 
(2011)

Sept. 17 — Fr. Anthony J. Grellner, Chaplain, St. Joseph 
Home, Jefferson City (1982)

Weekend Masses will resume in the Shrine of St. Patrick in St. 
Patrick on Sept. 4. 

The Vigil Mass will be at 7 p.m. on Saturdays in the shrine. 
Mass in St. Michael Church in Kahoka will continue to be at 

8 a.m. on Sundays. 

Masses in St. PatrickCorrection
Joe Bange of St. Joseph Par-

ish in Salisbury was incorrectly 
listed under “Deaths” on the 
People Page in the Aug. 20 
edition of The Catholic Missou-
rian.

Roslyn Bange died on June 
10. Joe Bange is her husband. 

We apologize for the error. 

The annual Knights of Co-
lumbus Pilgrimage to the Na-
tional Shrine of Mary, Mother 
of the Church in Laurie will be 
held on Sunday, Oct. 3. 

The shrine is located on the 
grounds of St. Patrick Church, 
176 Marian Drive, off of High-
way 5 in Laurie, near the Lake 
of the Ozarks. 

The Knights will host the 
pilgrimage to honor family life.  

Registration will begin at 10 
a.m. The flag raising and Sta-
tions of the Cross will start at 
11:15 a.m., followed by the 
Rosary. 

The Mass for the pilgrimage 
will fulfill the Sunday obliga-
tion. 

Lunch will be available at 
about 1:15 p.m. for $10 per 
person. Reservations for lunch 
are required. Contact Rick 
Purdon at 573-372-6418 or 
RNS7691@gmail.com to 
make a reservation.

All Fourth Degree Knights 
with the new regalia are invited 
to participate in the Honor 
Guard. 

Knights’ 
pilgrimage 
to Laurie
DATE: October 3
TIME: 10 am

cathmo.com

The Missouri Catholic Conference (MCC) is the public 
policy agency of the Catholic Church in Missouri. The 
MCC is actively involved in all levels of government, 
especially state and federal issues. The MCC promotes 
the common good by advocating for public policy that 
upholds the sanctity and dignity of all human life. The 
MCC communications director oversees the conference’s 
various methods of communications, including 
designing its publications: a weekly email newsletter, two 
printed publications (one quarterly, one bimonthly), and 
producing the podcast, “MCC from the Capitol.” He or she 
is also responsible for managing the MCC’s social media 
accounts, website, writing and photography needs. This 
position is best suited for a creative thinker interested 
in promoting the mission of the MCC in an engaging, 
thoughtful manner. The ideal candidate is familiar 
with Facebook, Twitter, Adobe InDesign, Photoshop, 
Google Business Suite, and Audacity. Please contact 
mocatholic@mocatholic.org with further inquiries.

Seeking
Communications

Director

St. Patrick Church in Laurie, Mo. is seek-
ing a bookkeeper. This position is full-
time at 30 hours per week, offering full 
benefits. Responsibilities include, but are 

not exclusive to the following: accounts payable, accounts 
receivable, payroll, annual reports and other reports for var-
ious committees. Pay is contingent upon skill set. For further 
information, please call the parish office at 573-374-7855.

Bookkeeper Position

The Chancery Office of the Diocese of Jefferson 
City is seeking an experienced Administrative 

Assistant to support the Director of Parish and 
Charitable Services. This position not only 

provides administrative support, but is closely 
aligned with direct ministry; therefore, the 

individual will need to have a good knowledge 
of the Catholic faith in order to be successful.

In addition to excellent organizational and Microsoft 
Office skills, the ideal candidate will need to be available 
for occasional evening and weekend work, estimated to 
be approximately 12 times per year.

This is a full-time, year-round position.
The Diocese of Jefferson City offers a comprehensive 

benefit package including paid holidays, paid vacation 
and sick days; group  health, dental and vision insurance; 
flexible spending account and matching 403(b) retirement 
plan.

Qualified candidates should apply on Indeed.com 
and complete the skills assessment.

Administrative Assistant

The Chancery Office of the Diocese of Jefferson 
City has an opening for a part-time Wellness Case 

Coordinator.
The Wellness Case Coordinator serves as 

an advocate for priests and deacons within 
the Diocese of Jefferson City. This individual is 

responsible for educating priests and permanent 
deacons so that they can take care of their own health, 

and if needed, can act as an advocate and liaison between 
the priest/deacon and their medical provider(s).

This is a part-time, virtual position with some travel 
within the diocese.

The ideal candidate will be a RN, LPN or Nurse Case 
Manager with a Missouri state nursing license, or a social 
worker with healthcare experience.
Qualified candidates should send a resume to HRDir@
diojeffcity.org.

Wellness Case Coordinator
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By Jay Nies
For Sister Kath-

leen Wegman of the 
School Sisters of 
Notre Dame, help 
is always better than 
idleness.  

“Each day, we 
have to decide 
whether to be Good 
Samaritans or indif-
ferent bystanders,” 
the Jefferson City 
native said, echo-
ing Pope Francis’s 
encyclical, “Fratelli 
Tutti: On Fraternity 
and Social Friend-
ship.”

Sr. Kathleen 
spoke briefly to 
about 45 people 
Aug. 27 in the Alphonse J. 
Schwartze Memorial Catho-
lic Center, after accepting the 
Missouri Catholic Conference’s 
(MCC) 2021 Citizen Recogni-
tion Award.

She was referring to Jesus’s 
parable about a man who was 
beaten, robbed and left for dead 
(Luke 10:25-37). Two people 
of religious stature indifferently 
walked past him, but a detested 
foreigner took pity on him and 
helped him. 

“I pray for the grace that we 
can all assist one another by be-
ing that Good Samaritan and 
not engaging in being a by-
stander and walking past people 
in need,” said Sr. Kathleen. 

She previously served this 
diocese as chancellor and then 
as director of parish and chari-

table services.
She was recently invited to 

serve as part-time director of 
mission integration for Catho-
lic Charities of Central and 
Northern Missouri (CCCN-
MO), which she helped estab-
lish in 2011. 

She said this award means 
very much to her “because I 
know it comes from people 
who know me.”

The MCC is the public-poli-
cy agency of the state’s four Ro-
man Catholic dioceses, actively 
promoting laws and policies 
that reflect the common good 
and the Church’s social teach-
ings. 

Each year, the MCC honors 
a Catholic individual from each 
of the state’s four dioceses, who 
has exemplified Catholic values 

and tried to promote them in 
public policy and in their com-
munity and their parishes. 

Citizen Recognition Awards 
are usually presented during the 
MCC Annual Assembly in the 
Capitol each fall. This year’s as-
sembly will be held virtually due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Bishop W. Shawn Mc-
Knight, executive secretary of 
the MCC’s board of directors, 
presented the award. 

Sr. Kathleen previously 
served on the MCC’s Public 
Policy Committee, which helps 
shape the agency’s legislative 
priorities each year. 

“She has always been a 
great voice for the poor, for 
the downtrodden,” stated Dea-
con Tyler McClay, MCC ex-
ecutive director. “As we worked 
through policy decisions, she 
always made sure we were keep-
ing their needs in mind.”

The people who nominated 
her for the award pointed out 
her long track record for lifting 
up the vulnerable, whether as a 
teacher, administrator, SSND 
leader or participant in overseas 
missions.

“Sister Kathleen is a champi-
on defender of the poor and so-
cially marginalized,” the nomi-
nators stated. “She focuses her 
efforts on social justice issues 
and serving those who are poor 
in spirit.”

Sr. Kathleen was quick to 
point out that this award re-
flects all of the people who have 
helped shape her outlook on 
life. 

“From my family to the 
Catholic schools I’ve attended, 
to many of my coworkers and 

former coworkers — it’s all of 
you that have pulled out of me 
the gifts that God has given 
me,” she said. “I’m very grate-
ful.”

She shared an 1868 quote 
from Blessed Mother Theresa of 
Jesus Gerhardinger, foundress 
of the School Sisters of Notre 
Dame: “True and sincere love 
of our neighbor is at the same 
time the infallible criterion of 
our love of God.”

Deacon McClay noted that 

Sr. Kathleen has 
worked around the 
world, befriending 
people from many 
different countries, 
religions and walks 
of life.

“And she just has 
a way about her,” 
he said, “a way of 
bringing people to-
gether and remind-
ing us of our mis-
sion as Catholics to 
look out for people 
who are less fortu-
nate.”

The people who 
nominated her said 
her life’s example is 
a testament to Je-
sus’s proclamation 

of the greatest law: 
“You shall love the Lord, 

your God, with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with 
all your mind,” and “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself,” 
(Matthew 22:37-40).

Sr. Kathleen thanked every-
one present for their support 
and encouragement “in en-
abling me to try my best to be 
the best I can be, and to share 
the gifts that God has given 
me.”

Sr. Kathleen Wegman SSND receives Citizen Recognition Award

Please be so kind as to make this a part of your group and private prayer.

Intención del mes 
de septiembre del 
Obispo McKnight 

por nuestra 
Iglesia Local

Por un mayor aprecio 
por el don de la amistad; 
que los lazos de amistad 

fortalezcan nuestra 
determinación de ser un 
pueblo de comunión en 

tiempos de división.

For a greater 
appreciation for the 
gift of friendship; that 
bonds of friendship 
may strengthen our 
resolve to be a people of 
communion in divisive 
times.

Bishop McKnight’s 
September prayer 
intention for our 
Local Church

 

SEPTEMBER
Sep 11	 Parish	Leadership	Deanery	Meeting	on	Reviewing	

Parish	Pastoral	Plans,	9:30	am,	Virtual
Sep 12	 Confirmation	 Mass,	 Our	 Lady	 Help	 of	 Christians	

Parish,	2	pm,	Frankenstein
Sep 15	 Catholic	 Rural	 Life	 Board	 Committee	Meeting	 on	

Sustainability,	9	am,	Virtual
Sep 17	 Knights	of	the	Holy	Sepulchre	Mass,	St.	Stanislaus	

Parish,	5:30	pm,	Wardsville	
Sep 19	 Confirmation	 Mass,	 St.	 Pius	 X	 Parish,	 11	 am,	

Moberly
Sep 20-23	 Catholic	 Extension	 Mission	 Bishops	 Conference,	

Chicago,	IL
Sep 24	 Installation	of	Bishop	Daniel	Muegenborg,	St.	Rose	

of	Lima	Parish,	2	pm,	Reno,	NV

Bishop McKnight’s
Calendar

Dcn. Miller anniversary
Ss. Peter & Paul Parish in 

Boonville will hold a celebra-
tion of the 25th anniversary of 

Deacon Dave Miller’s ordination, with a picnic at noon on Sun-
day, Sept. 19, at Harley Park Shelter. Knights of Columbus will 
grill hot dogs and hamburgers.

Families with names beginning with A through F are asked to 
bring a dessert; G through R to bring potatoes or another side dish; 
and S through Z to bring a salad or vegetables.

In case of rain, the celebration will be held in the Ss. Peter & 
Paul School Cafeteria. 

Contact the parish office at 660-882-6468 for information. 

DATE: September 19
TIME: noon

LEFT: Deacon Tyler McClay, executive director of the Missouri Catholic Conference, gives Sister Kathleen Wegman SSND a hug 
after she received the MCC’s 2021 Citizen Recognition Award for the Jefferson City diocese on Aug. 27. RIGHT: Bishop W. Shawn 
McKnight listens to Sr. Kathleen address the people who had gathered in the Alphonse J. Schwartze Memorial Catholic Center 
in Jefferson City to watch her receive the award.  — Photos by Jay Nies
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Catholic Charities of Central and Northern Missouri 
seeking help for anticipated refugee arrivals from Afghanistan

“I was hungry, and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty, and you 
gave me drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me.”

— Matthew 25

Refugee Services of Catho-
lic Charities of Central and 
Northern Missouri (CCCN-
MO) is seeking local assistance 
for the possible arrival of refu-
gees from Afghanistan. 

As the only refugee resettle-
ment agency in Mid-Missouri 
federally authorized to resettle 
refugees, Catholic Charities 
Refugee Services coordinates 
the arrival and services for all 
refugees resettled in this region, 
including Afghan refugees.

As the humanitarian cri-
sis unfolds in Afghanistan, 
CCCNMO is working hard to 
prepare to resettle any Afghan 

refugees that arrive in Cen-
tral Missouri.

CCCNMO has been 
working with their national-
level sponsoring agency, the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB), and the 
U.S. State Department, on 
responding to the Afghan 
evacuation for several weeks.

USCCB has selected at 
least one Catholic Charities 
Refugee Services staff mem-
ber to deploy to one of the 
forts in the United States to 
help process Afghan refu-
gees. 

In the meantime, CCCN-
MO staff members are coor-
dinating with the local Af-
ghan community and other 
community groups interested 
in co-sponsoring refugees and 
assisting with the Afghan refu-

gee response in this region.
Catholic Charities expects 

Afghan refugees will be arriv-
ing in the United States this 
fall and as early as September. 

CCCNMO is request-
ing the people of central and 
northern Missouri to become 
heavily involved in resettle-
ment. 

To facilitate collective ef-
forts, the agency has created 
a co-sponsorship program for 
organizations in Central Mis-
souri to be matched with Af-
ghan refugees and other refu-
gees coming from other areas 
of the world.

On CCCNMO’s website 

(cccnmo.diojeffcity.org), peo-
ple can complete and submit 
the Afghan Refugee Assistance 
Form, indicating how they 
would like to help. 

Donations can also be made 
online at: cccnmo.diojeffcity.
org/give

The Diocese of Jefferson 
City and Catholic Charities 
have been welcoming refugees 
since 1975.

Catholic Charities USA 
and its 167 member agencies 
have a long history of serving 
their communities to help the 
most vulnerable find afford-
able housing, access vital food 
assistance and nutrition, re-

ceive mental and integrated 
healthcare, and achieve eco-
nomic self-sufficiency and 
stability. 

When disaster strikes, 
Catholic Charities USA’s 
agencies provide emergency 
and long-term relief to help 
individuals and families re-
build their lives. 

CCCNMO is the social 
services outreach arm of the 
Diocese of Jefferson City, 
providing a range of pro-
grams and services to people 
in need in a 38-county ser-
vice area regardless of faith, 
culture or situation.

Catholic Charities be-
lieves in assisting the most 
basic and immediate needs 

of the poor and vulnerable and 
giving them the help and re-
sources needed for long-term 
change. 

“Providing Care … Creat-
ing Hope” is its mission.

Programs include refugee 
services; family immigration 
services; community services 
(disaster services, housing 
counseling, and immigrant 
outreach and Hispanic case 
management); health and nu-
trition services; and parish 
social ministries (faith com-
munity nursing and prison 
ministry). 

For more information, visit 
cccnmo.diojeffcity.org.

By Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service

Vatican City
With increased violence unfolding in Af-

ghanistan, Pope Francis appealed to all Chris-
tians to fast and intensify their prayers.

“I ask everyone to continue to help the needy 
and to pray that dialogue and solidarity may 
lead to the establishment of a peaceful and fra-
ternal coexistence and offer hope for the coun-
try’s future,” he said, after praying the Angelus 
with visitors in St. Peter’s Square Aug. 29.

He said he had been following the news out 
of Afghanistan “with great concern.”

“I take part in the suffering of those who are 
grieving for the persons who lost their lives in 
the suicide attacks that happened last Thursday 
and of those who are seeking help and protec-
tion,” he said.

The pope was referring to the Aug. 26 attack 
when a suicide bomber detonated an explosion 
among the crowds of people desperate to leave 

Afghanistan: Pope launches appeal 
for fasting, prayers for God’s mercy

the country at the gate of the Hamid Karzai 
International Airport. The blast killed at least 
169 civilians and 13 U.S. service members, who 
were set to withdraw from the country by Aug. 
31. Thousands of Afghans were seeking to be 
evacuated as well. The Islamic State claimed re-
sponsibility, saying the suicide bomber was tar-
geting Afghan collaborators with the U.S. Army.

The pope said, “I entrust the deceased to the 
mercy of almighty God and I thank those who are 
striving to help” the people who have been through 
so much, in particular the women and children.

“In historic moments like this one, we can-
not remain indifferent; the history of the church 
teaches us this,” he said.

“As Christians this situation obligates us,” he 
said, launching an appeal to everyone “to inten-
sify your prayer and practice fasting. Prayer and 
fasting, prayer and penance. This is the moment 
to do so. I am speaking seriously: intensify your 
prayer and practice fasting, asking the Lord for 
mercy and forgiveness.”

Catholic Charities of Cen-
tral and Northern Missouri 
(CCNMO) is grateful to be a 
participating non-profit in this 
year’s Missouri State Employee 
Charitable Campaign. 

State employees are encour-
aged to consider giving toward 
CCCNMO’s efforts of “Pro-
viding Care … Creating Hope” 

through the CODE 4058. 
Catholic Charities provides 

for immediate needs of the 
poor and vulnerable, such as 
food and clothing, as well as 
the additional resources need-
ed for long-term change in our 
38-county central and north-
ern Missouri region regardless 
of faith, culture or situation.

CCCNMO taking part 
in Mo. State Employee 
Charitable Campaign

Afghan refugees walk to a bus taking them to a refugee processing cen-
ter upon their arrival at Dulles International Airport in Virginia, Aug. 25, 
2021.  — CNS photo/Kevin Lamarque, Reuters

Religious Gifts  
       For All Occasions:

Baptism ~ Confirmation ~ First Communion ~ RCIA ~ Wedding

Phone: (816)363-2828
Nationwide Toll Free Order Desk: (800)821-5372

Visit our online catalog at: www.idonnelly.com

6601 TROOST AVE. • KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64131

100% GREEN, 101% COOL

GEOTHERMAL HEATING AND AIR CONDITIONING

Stieferman Heating Company 573-635-3547
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The St. Andrew Parish Pro-
Life Committee in Holts Sum-

mit and Columbia 40 Days for 
Life will hold a prayer service for 
the ninth annual National Day 
of Remembrance for Aborted 
Children on Saturday, Sept. 18. 

It will be at 10 a.m. in St. 
Andrew Church, 400 St. An-
drew Drive, off Center Street 
in Holt Summit.

Father Anthony Viviano, 
pastor of St. Joseph Parish in 
Westphalia and St. Anthony 
of Padua Parish in Folk and di-
ocesan moderator for pro-life 
ministries, will offer Mass in 
church, followed by a memo-
rial service at the Memorial 
to the Unborn Monument in 
front of the church. 

Pro-life Americans through-
out the country will gather 
that day at gravesites of abort-
ed babies and other memorial 
sites dedicated in their honor. 
Solemn vigils will be held to 
commemorate the more than 
60 million pre-born children 
who have lost their lives to le-
gal abortion since 1973, and to 
remind our society of the hu-

manity of the unborn child. 
For information, contact 

Kathy Forck at 573-821-5130 
or kathythebo@hotmail.com.

DATE: September 18
TIME: 10 am

Service for National Day of Remembrance for Aborted Children

CREATE A LEGACY 
THAT LASTS A LIFETIME

WITH A CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS 

  Fixed – rate annuity payments for life,  
 one or two people

  Immediate and future tax benefits

  A payment schedule tailored to your needs

 Knowing that you will help Catholics  
 in need in our diocese

With a Catholic Gift Annuity, you can secure the future for yourself 
and your loved ones, and give a lasting gift for your parish, school or our diocese.

For a personalized proposal, contact:

catholicgiftannuity.org

Jake Seifert
Director of Development & Missions
Diocese of Jefferson City
2207 West Main Street, Jefferson City MO 65109-0914
development@diojeffcity.org • 573-635-9127

 ANNUAL 
AGE PAYOUT RATE

60–64                  3.9–4.2%

65–69                  4.2–4.6%

70–74                    4.7–5.2%

75–79                   5.4–6.2%

80–84                   6.5–7.4%

85–89                   7.6 –8.4%

90+                                8.6%

FESTIVAL

St. Anthony of Padua Parish

FALL
 Sunday, Sept 12 

Folk, Mo.

CLASSIC CAR CRUISE-IN 11AM-7PM
COUNTRY STORE - ARTS & CRAFTS

GAMES - KETTLE CORN
REFRESHMENTS

PRIZES 7 PM

Carryouts & Drive-Thru
 Roast Beef & Whole Hog Sausage Dinners-$13

Served 11 am-6:30 pm
Quilt Auction 5 pm - Featuring several 
large handmade quilts & baby quilts

Pie & Dessert Auction

A pilgrimage to the HOLY
   LAND

with Spiritual Director Fr. Anthony Rinaldo

12 days: July 15-26, 2022
Bethlehem - Jerusalem - Tiberias - Nazareth - Jericho - and more!

$3,914 round trip from St. Louis

For more info, call Holy Land Travel Center
402 - 507 - 7067

Shrine ofShrine of
Our Lady of SorrowsOur Lady of Sorrows

Pilgrimage at 10 am

Traditional German Dinner
Served 11 am-1 pm

Fried chicken, roast beef, mashed potatoes,
green beans, corn, slaw & dessert - $11

Confessions at 12:30 pm

Benediction at 1 pm

Outdoor Mass at 2 pm

From I-70...65 miles west of St. Louis, take High-
way 19 south for 7 miles to Big Spring, Highway 
K west for 6 miles, Highway P south for 4 miles to 
Starkenburg and the Shrine.

Shrine & Valentine Hall handicap accessible.
For info, visit www.historicshrine.comwww.historicshrine.com

or call (573) 236-4390

September 12

Starkenburg, Mo.

Annual Fall Pilgrimage
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The Catholic Church’s presence at the dawn 
of Missouri’s statehood 200 years ago has had a lasting impact

This is the second of two ar-
ticles celebrating the Catholic 
Church’s role in 200 years of Mis-
souri statehood and beyond. 

By Jennifer Brinker 
and Joseph Kenny

St. Louis
The Catholic Church has 

had a significant impact on 
Missouri from the beginnings 
of its statehood 200 years ago.

Aug 10, 2021, marked the 
bicentennial anniversary of 
the founding of the Show-Me 
State. It was a time in which the 
great westward expansion was 
moving at flood tide, starting 
around 1820, according to the 
late Jesuit Father William Barn-
aby Faherty in his history of the 
St. Louis archdiocese, Dream by 
the River.

The existence of Catholicism 
in this area predated the found-
ing of Missouri by more than 
120 years. In the greater St. 
Louis area, the first Mass was 
celebrated in 1698 on the banks 
of the Mississippi River in Ca-
hokia, Illinois, by missionary 
priests from Quebec; St. Louis 
was established in 1764, when 
Pierre Laclede established his 
trading post and dedicated it to 
St. Louis IX, King of France.

Missouri’s statehood came 
soon after the Missouri Com-
promise of 1820, which admit-
ted Missouri as a slave state and 
Maine as a free state. It was an 
effort to preserve the balance 
of power in Congress between 
slave and free states. 

Settlement in Missouri 
after 1820 was aided by a 
network of rivers used by 
steamboats and centered 
around the City of St. 
Louis.

Between 1820 and 
1830, Missouri more than 
doubled in population. 
The Land Act of 1820 of-
fered the public domain in 
80-acre tracts for cash at a 
minimum price of $1.75 
per acre. A large percent-
age of the people moving 
to Missouri came from 
Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Virginia and North Caro-
lina. A group of St. Louis 
fur traders organized the 
Rocky Mountain Fur 
Company in 1822.

St. Louis’s foundation
The City of St. Louis 

was incorporated in 1823, 
when its population 
was approaching 4,000. 
Close to half the residents were 
French. Catholics made up half 
the residents.

Bishop William V. Du-
Bourg, who was appointed as 
bishop of the Louisiana Terri-
tory, left St. Louis in Novem-
ber 1820 for New Orleans. By 
then he had almost completed 
a brick church to replace the 
log structure which was the first 
permanent church in St. Louis 
and he founded a college for 
boys in St. Louis.

The Diocese of St. Louis was 
erected in 1826, five years after 
Missouri entered the Union.

Other old settlements

In the southern part of the 
state, Assumption Parish in 
Perryville was founded in 1817 
and built by the first bishop of 
the Diocese of St. Louis, Bishop 
Joseph Rosati. 

The Vincentians founded St. 
Mary of the Barrens, home to 

their seminary, on a 650-acre 
tract in 1818. (The seminary 
closed in 1985.) The site now 
includes the Church of the As-
sumption, which houses the 
Shrine of the Miraculous Med-
al; an administration building 
dating to the mid-1800s; and 
the community’s former class-
room and library building. The 
site also includes shrines, grot-
tos, a cemetery and the com-
munity’s residence for retired 
priests and brothers.

Perryville, located in Perry 
County, traces its origins to 
Missouri statehood. On Aug. 
7, 1821, three days prior to the 
official admission of Missouri 
to the Union, the County was 
given 51 acres that became the 
original town.

Ste. Genevieve was the first 
permanent European settle-
ment in Missouri. Settled 
around 1750 by French colo-
nists, several of its early build-
ings constructed with vertical 
posts still exist today, as does 
this first brick house west of the 
Mississippi River, built around 
1785.

Ste. Genevieve Parish is the 
oldest recorded parish in the 
Archdiocese of St. Louis. The 
Catholic faith first came to the 
Ste. Genevieve area when Jesuit 
Father Jacques Marquette came 
down the Mississippi in 1673.

The first people of the par-

ish were French Catholics from 
Canada who built a log church 
on the “Le Grand Champ” or 
Big Common Field. Beginning 
in 1759, records of baptisms, 
marriages, and deaths were 
kept.

By 1831, to accommodate 
the growth of the parish, work 
was begun on a stone church 
which was consecrated in 1837 
by Bishop Rosati. 

It was around this time that 
there was a wave of German 
immigrants to the area, and so 
English, French and German 
sermons were being preached.

Social concerns
Monsignor Michael Witt, 

associate professor of Church 
history at Kenrick-Glennon 
Seminary in St. Louis, said the 
contributions of the Catholic 
Church to Missouri are enor-
mous, starting from the early 
days. 

In 1828, Bishop Joseph Ro-
sati asked the Sisters of Charity 
to come to St. Louis to open a 
hospital. A layman, John Mul-
lanphy, provided property plus 

$350 to purchase furnishings 
and $150 traveling money. 
Four of the women religious ar-
rived by stagecoach in Novem-
ber and opened the St. Louis 
Mullanphy Hospital — the first 
hospital west of the Mississippi. 
They gave free services to many 

poor people and cared for 
the victims of the great 
cholera epidemic of 1832. 
They also opened the first 
Catholic orphanage for 
boys in the West.

New Englanders 
brought business progress 
and investment during the 
early 1800s and southern-
ers came as well — and 
many were slaveholders, 
Msgr. Witt said.

Other important chari-
table works emerged as 
well. Msgr. Witt cited the 
establishment of the first 
operations of the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul in 
the United States at the 
Basilica of St. Louis, King 
of France (Old Cathedral) 
in St. Louis in 1845. The 
extensive network of par-
ish conferences and volun-
teers continues to make a 
lasting impact on people 
in need throughout the 

archdiocese and all of Missouri. 
Father Peter Dunne be-

gan a ministry helping “street 
children,” and Father Tim 
Dempsey established residences 
for the homeless. Father John J. 
Butler, with the help of Arch-
bishop (later Cardinal) John 
J. Glennon of St. Louis, orga-
nized these and other services 
offered by the archdiocese in its 
orphanages, employment agen-
cies, homeless shelters, and resi-
dences under the umbrella of 
the Catholic Charities network.

“It continues to be a trea-
sured gift to the people of St. 
Louis,” Msgr. Witt said.

Educational expertise
Saint Louis University is one 

of many “firsts.” Founded in 
1818, it became the first insti-
tution of higher learning, first 
medical school, first law school 
and first business school west 
of the Mississippi River; first 
nursing school to offer a Ph.D. 
program; first university in a 
former slave state with a policy 

See MISSOURI, page 11

— Graphic from the St. Louis Review
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Diaspora and disease: 
Pope will face pressing issues on next trip abroad

By Rhina Guidos 
Catholic News Service

Washington, D.C.
Catholic Charities in and 

around the areas of Louisi-
ana and Mississippi affected 
by Hurricane Ida — one of 
the most powerful storms to 
hit the continental U.S. since 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005 — 
are collecting donations as they 
prepare to help with the yet-
unknown damage caused by 
the late August storm.

In a televised Aug. 30 meet-
ing with President Joe Biden, 
Louisiana Governor John Bel 
Edwards said he estimated that 
close to 2 million are with-
out electricity in the region, 
though news reports said about 
1 million were affected.

Many remained without 
cellphone service and although 
just one death had been con-
firmed by midday Aug. 30, Ed-
wards said the death toll likely 
will rise.

Many Masses Aug. 29 had 
been suspended in the region 
as residents prepared to ride 
out the storm or had evacu-
ated.

Edwards said the damage 
was “catastrophic” as news 

outlets showed flooded and 
destroyed homes, torn roofs 
and water running through 
Louisiana streets like a rush-
ing river.

President Biden said he 
asked the Federal Aviation 
Administration to work with 
electric providers in Louisi-
ana and Mississippi to use 
surveillance drones “to assess 
Ida’s damage to energy infra-
structure.”

Though the hurricane had 
torn through much of Loui-
siana as a Category 4 storm 
on Aug. 29, the follow-
ing day it was heading, as a 
downgraded tropical storm, 
but still life-threatening, to-
ward Mississippi and then Ten-
nessee, where flooding was the 
main concern.

As levees in Louisiana 
seemed to have stood up of 
Ida’s wrath, many on social 
media urged the public to keep 
in mind that help would be 
needed in small agricultural 
towns, not just for damage to 
New Orleans.  

Catholic dioceses and orga-
nizations said they were mobi-
lizing to help as soon as condi-
tions allowed.

Help arrives as dioceses emerge from Hurricane Ida’s wrath

“Our local #disasterresponse 
teams will be ready to hit the 
ground when it’s safe to do so,” 
tweeted Catholic Charities of 
Baton Rouge, a few hours after 
the storm hit New Orleans.

The Diocese of Houma-
Thibodaux, Louisiana, in an 
Aug. 30 message on its website 
and social media channels, said 
its schools “will be closed until 
further notice.” The New Or-
leans archdiocese announced, 
too, that its schools and main 
administrative offices, would 
be closed until at least Labor 

Day.
In a Facebook video Aug. 

30, Peter Finney, editor of the 
Clarion Herald, newspaper of 
the Archdiocese of New Or-
leans, said Archbishop Gregory 
M. Aymond, who remained at 
his residence during Ida, was 
trying to contact pastors to as-
sess the extent of the damage to 
churches and schools.

“There’s nothing really right 
now to report, but he’ll have 
much more of an understand-
ing today,” Finney said. “He 
asked for prayers for the entire 

community and please stay 
safe.”

Catholic Charities of 
Southwest Louisiana in Lake 
Charles offered 900 meals 
for Hurricane Ida evacuees, 
remembering how they, too, 
had been helped by neigh-
boring states during last year’s 
hurricane season.

The Diocese of Beau-
mont, Texas, which suffered 
damage from Hurricane 
Laura in late August 2020 
said Bishop David L. Toups 
“has invited all of our priests 
and faithful ... to pray and 
intercede for our brothers 
and sisters in Louisiana. We 

stand with them in prayer dur-
ing the storm and will stay by 
them to assist in recovery.”

It’s hard to know how the 
hurricane and subsequent 
storm will affect states in the 
southern U.S. that already 
were experiencing a shortage of 
hospital beds and equipment, 
including oxygen, because of 
rising COVID-19 rates.

The day after the hurricane, 
Lady of the Sea General Hos-
pital in Galliano, Louisiana, re-
ported that part of its roof had 
been ripped off by Ida’s winds.

By Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service

Vatican City
Pope Francis’ upcoming trip 

to Hungary and Slovakia, while 
seemingly standard as papal vis-
its go, could prove to be among 
his most challenging visits at a 
time when distrust in govern-
ment authorities and the loom-
ing threat of the delta variant 
are leading the headlines.

When he visits Slovakia 
Sept. 12-15, Pope Francis, 
who throughout his pontifi-
cate has strongly denounced 
corruption and organized 
crime, will be seen as an im-
portant advocate after several 
tumultuous years that saw 
massive protests in the coun-
try and a series of changes of 
governments. Since 2018, two 
governments were ousted be-
cause of corruption.

Most recently, “at the be-
ginning of the first wave of the 
pandemic, the government in 

Slovakia changed,” said Jesuit 
Father Vlastimil Dufka, who 
will direct the choir at the 
pope’s Mass at the Basilica of 
Our Lady of Seven Sorrows in 
Sastin Sept. 15.

“The previous government 
was marked by many corrup-
tion cases, and the arrival of a 
new government brought new 
hope to our country,” he told 
Catholic News Service (CNS).

But recent legislation re-
quiring vaccinations sparked 
protests in the country, caus-
ing divisions and tensions, 
including within the Catholic 
Church.

“Without any preparation, 
from one day to the next, 
the bishops’ conference or-
dered the receiving (of ) Holy 
Communion by hand, not by 
mouth, which was unusual in 
our country,” Father Dufka 
told CNS. “With the third 
wave of the pandemic com-
ing, all who wish to attend the 

meeting with Pope Francis will 
have to be vaccinated, which 
is unacceptable to many.”

Father Martin Kramara, 
spokesman for the Slovak 
bishops’ conference, told CNS 
Aug. 20 that the government’s 
mandate for all participants of 
papal events to be vaccinated 
“is no small challenge to orga-
nize.”

“People will have to be di-
vided in sectors and not al-
lowed to change them. We 
must keep their phone num-
bers and emails to be able to 
trace contacts” in case some-
one in the sector later tests 
positive for COVID-19, Fr. 
Kramara explained.

“We already see it is dis-
couraging many from partici-
pation. But we live in condi-
tions of the pandemic, and we 
have to adjust to the measures 
in order to protect lives,” he 
said.

Despite the challenges, Fr. 

Kramara said the pope’s visit 
to the country, especially to 
a homeless shelter run by the 
Missionaries of Charity and to 
Slovakia’s Roma community, 
are a much-needed reminder 
of the Church’s primary mis-
sion.

The pope, he said, wants to 

show the local Church and re-
ligious communities’ “sacrifi-
cial activities for the benefit of 
the poor and needy, those who 
are on the periphery of soci-
ety, and he reminds us of the 
important truth that living 
faith must always be connect-
ed with active love in deeds.”

A destroyed car is seen under the debris of a building in New Orleans 
Aug. 31, after Hurricane Ida made landfall.  — CNS photo/Marco Bello, Reuters
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Who can give blessings? / 
Saturday funal Masses?
By Father Kenneth Doyle
Catholic News Service

Q. Some years ago you reminded us 
that receiving the Eucharist at Mass is 
valid regardless of who distributes it — so 
a family should not disrupt the congrega-
tion’s flow to Holy Communion just to 
receive from a priest, rather than from 
an extraordinary lay minister. Because I 
have several young children who do not 
yet receive Holy Communion, we try to sit 
where our priest will distribute the Eucha-

rist — since it seems more valuable for my children to receive 
the blessing of a priest rather than a non-uniform “good wish” 
from a layperson. Can you explain more about blessings? I 
know that there are scriptural references to parents blessing 
their children, but we once heard a holy priest friend say, “If 
you’re not a priest, you’re just shooting blanks.” Whose duty is 
it to offer prayers of blessing and to whom? What has the most 
merit and efficacy? (Indianapolis)

A. Normally, it is the priest who imparts a Catholic blessing. 
But your friend who made the remark about laypeople “shooting 
blanks” is way off base — if he really believes that. There are many 
blessings that are done properly — and perhaps more appropri-
ately — by laypeople. The most common example is the blessing 
of food, which many families do each evening around the dinner 
table.

The Church’s Book of Blessings lists several blessings that are 
normally done by laypeople — including the blessing of sons 
and daughters by their parents (especially when leaving home or 
embarking on a new venture). Another particularly touching ex-
ample recommended by the Book of Blessings is the blessing of a 
newly engaged couple by both sets of parents.

I have sometimes seen extraordinary ministers of Holy Com-
munion — laypeople — give a blessing to children too young to 
receive Holy Communion, but technically that is improper.

The website of the Archdiocese of New York answers the ques-
tion,  “Should an extraordinary minister of Holy Communion 
give a blessing to one who comes forward in the Communion 
procession, but who does not wish to receive the Eucharist?” in 
this way: “No. In this case, an extraordinary minister of Holy 
Communion should direct the individual who wishes to receive a 
blessing to the nearest priest or deacon.”

I can understand that, logistically, this might result in some 
confusion, but that is the correct technical answer. (And actually, 
no one needs a “blessing” at that point since, a few minutes later, 
the entire congregation will be blessed by the priest at the end of 
Mass.) One possibility, I would think, is just for the extraordinary 
minister to say to the child, “Jesus loves you,” without giving a 
blessing.

Q. My dad died during the COVID-19 pandemic. His 
request was to be cremated. We decided to wait to have his 
memorial Mass when all family members could attend. Our 
family is scattered throughout the U.S., and a weekend (Sat-
urday) would be the most convenient, with work and school 
scheduling. However, the pastor of the parish will not have 
a funeral Mass on a Saturday. Is this traditional, or just his 
personal preference? If it’s just a preference, can I insist on a 
Saturday? (Northampton, Pennsylvania)

A. There is no universal prohibition of funeral Masses on Sat-
urdays. In fact, in the parish from which I retired after 24 years 
as pastor, we probably had more funerals on Saturdays than any 

QUESTION CORNER

See FR. DOYLE, page 11

Papal
Audience

September 1, 2021

Dear brothers and sisters:
In our continuing cat-

echesis on St. Paul’s Letter to 
the Galatians, we have seen 
how the Apostle insists on 
the newness of life in Christ, 
which sets Christians free 
from a religiosity based solely 
on the scrupulous observance of precepts. Paul reminds the Galatians of the saving grace they 
received through faith in the Gospel message of Christ’s death and resurrection, and their 
experience of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in their midst. Paul likewise points to his 
personal experience of the grace and freedom brought by faith in the crucified Jesus: “It is no 
longer I who live, but it is Christ Who lives in me; and the life I now live…, I live by faith in 
the Son of God, Who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). In addressing the 
Galatians, the Apostle also speaks to us; he invites each of us to rejoice in the righteousness we 
have received through faith in Christ and to bear convincing witness to God’s merciful love 
in the way we live our daily lives.

I cordially greet the English-speaking faithful. Upon you and your families, I invoke the 
joy and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ. God bless you!

St. Peter Parish in Jefferson 
City will host a Bible Study 
this fall on St. Paul’s Letter to 
the Galatians. 

The eight-week class will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. on Thurs-
days, beginning, Oct. 7, in the 
lower-level Hospitality Room 

Jefferson City Bible study on Galatians
of the Selinger Centre, next to 
St. Peter Church, 216 Broad-
way.

Parishioner David Wurst 
will lead the sessions, which 
will include a video series by 
Ascension Press. 

There will be room for 

proper social distancing. 
There is no charge for the 

course itself. The study guide 
is helpful but not mandatory. 
The cost for the study guide is 
$30, which includes one year’s 
online access to the videos. 

Participants should bring a 
Bible and a copy of the Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church. 

Contact Mr. Wurst as da 
vidfwurst@gmail.com for in-
formation or to register. 

Diocese of 
Jefferson City

We Make 
Funeral 
Pre-Planning 
Easy.

Mark Millard
Preneed Agent

Give us a call, and we can 
help you get started. 

(573) 636-3838

Funerals  |  Cremation  |  Pre-Planning
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The shadow of shame

REFLECTION

With friends surrounded
By Mark Saucier

“Old wood best to burn, old wine to drink, old friends to trust, and old 
authors to read.”

I could picture Athenaeus time-traveling from third century Egypt to our 
firepit in northwest Wisconsin. He would have enjoyed old friends sitting 
around a dancing flame, glass in hand, and talking about books we had read 
for the event.

The event was a three-day gathering of 12 guys who lived together in a dorm 
more than 50 years ago when we all still had our hair and our lofty dreams. 

The hair has thinned and most of those dreams replaced by others, but the 
grace that brought us together has never ebbed.

We were a diverse group studying physics, engineering, business, and some 
non-remunerative disciplines like English. Yet there was some gravitational 
attraction that led us to eat meals together, go out together and endlessly visit 
together.

After graduation, we went our separate ways to jobs and grad schools. We 
stayed in touch, attended each other’s weddings, and visited when travel took 
us close.

Kids and work whittled away at the time we had for one another, but never 
weakened our ties. Every five years, we gathered at our class reunion, and con-
versations easily resumed from where they had last left off.

For us, the COVID virus had a thin outline in silver. In March of last year, 
we began meeting virtually each week. 

At first, it was random conversation that filled the hour and a half, but 
then we decided to invite expert guests to join us in discussions of pandemic 
healthcare, racism and poverty.

By the time we met in Wisconsin, you’d think we would have exhausted our 
memories and covered all the topics of talk, but a lull never made the agenda.

Whether it was early coffee, a morning walk, lazing on the lake in the af-
ternoon, or watching the sun set and the moon brighten, these men and their 
spouses used every moment to explore and appreciate one another.

Looking back on that reunion and all the years that created it, I am almost 
ashamed of the bounty I have received from this group. 

It is not just that despite knowing me for over 50 years, they still love me. 
They have always been sacraments in the word, conduits of God’s steadfast 

care, forgiveness and healing. 
I have learned so much from them, but perhaps the most important is to 

cherish friends while they are still with us.

By Hosffman Ospino
Catholic News Service

U.S. Catholics 
are engaged in a 
most fascinating 
conversation about 
the Eucharist. The 
entry points into 
this conversation, 
particularly during 
the past 20 years, 
are well known.

Some are clear pastoral concerns: sur-
veys showing that a sizable sector of Cath-
olics does not believe in the Real Presence 
or simply does not understand this faith 

tenet; the dwindling number of Catholics 
attending Sunday Mass.

Others are somewhat controversial: 
proposals to withhold Holy Communion 
from certain political leaders; diverging 
philosophies about translating liturgical 
prayers and lectionaries; the place of the 
Latin Mass in a post-Vatican II Church 
— and the seemingly paradoxical papal 
“motu propios” on the topic.

Some are more positive: the resurgence 
of eucharistic adoration among Catholic 
youth; the widespread eucharistic devo-
tional practices popular among immi-
grant Catholics.

Anyone claiming that Catholics in the 

By Mary Marrocco
Catholic News Service

What makes it so difficult to overcome 
conflicts? Between a couple or family, 
groups or nations, often we just can’t sort 
things out and move on.

We’ll never be able to if we don’t ad-
dress guilt and shame. Shame isn’t the 
only impediment to healing conflict, but 
its shadow won’t go away until — in its 
time — it’s faced and resolved.

The letters of Jacques Fesch, written 
from “the peripheries” of solitary con-
finement and published posthumously 
in 1972, shine a gentle, clear light — the 
real antidote — to shame.

Cardinal Jean-Marie Lustiger, then 
Archbishop of Paris, inadvertently ignited 
controversy by opening the cause for be-
atification decades after Jacques’ execu-
tion by guillotine in 1957, at 27. The car-
dinal wanted to give hope and inspiration 
to people in desperate situations, includ-
ing convicted criminals. Others found it 
incomprehensible and infuriating to view 
Jacques this way.

All, including Jacques himself, agree 
upon his guilt. During attempted rob-
bery, he shot a policemen dead. Guilt, 
though not necessarily easy to prove or 
admit, is clear and objective: This person 
did this thing. Therefore, it’s relatively 
simple to alleviate: This person acknowl-
edges the fault, crime or sin, and makes 
amends. Doing so is a relief, as we know 
after confessing and addressing harms we 
have done.

Shame is different. It’s not about what 
we do, but who we are. Piercing us more 
deeply than guilt, it’s more elusive and 
trickier to deal with. Jacques experienced 
shame in every pore of his being. The 
closer he got to God, the more he uncov-
ered uncomfortable parts of himself — in 
two ways.

First, there’s healthy shame. His letters 
are permeated with shame of who he was 
as husband, father, son, the shameful self 
he showed his family before his imprison-
ment.

We can benefit from healthy shame, 

Eucharistic renewal is already an on-going movement

once we acknowledge and learn from it. 
Jacques returns again and again to his 
family relationships, seeking to repair 
them.

Second, a toxic shame twines itself 
through all his being. He carries a deep 
sense of worthlessness and personal fail-
ure, a “cynicism” that he perceives and 
loathes in himself, a resignation that 
brings poison to his soul. Opening these 
parts of himself up to love and grace 
marks his spiritual awakening and jour-
ney.

After dreaming of buying a yacht 
and escaping — the goal of the poorly 
planned robbery — Jacques had to face 
himself in the cell of his shame. We hu-
mans are expert at escaping such cells; like 
the prodigal son and his brother, we know 
how to look everywhere else except inside 
our own hearts. What enables us to come 
and rest there at last, like the child on its 
mother’s breast (Ps. 131) and the beloved 
disciple on Christ’s breast (Jn. 13:23)?

Jacques’ cell became permeated by the 
faith of his defense lawyer and the prison 
chaplain, who never abandoned him. In 
it he read and wrote letters with his faith-
ful correspondents, including Thomas, a 
Benedictine monk.

He developed his creativity by drawing 
sketches for his little daughter, his mind 
by studying nature whenever he could 
get books. His cell became a place where 
Holy Communion was consecrated and 
consumed.

Ultimately, he could see himself as wit-
ness to Christ, receiving a Christian death 
and joining “the procession of all the be-
headed who give luster to the Church.” 
Toxic shame can be reworked from with-
in, no longer to failure and destruction, 
but to the glory of the person fully alive.

This transformation was accompa-
nied by his increasing awareness of the 
shaming, condemning force that willed 
his destruction even as it denied his hu-
manity. Without mistaking himself for 
an innocent victim, he experienced the 
hatred and contempt of those who sim-
ply wanted him guillotined without ever 

See OSPINO, page 22

seeing him.
To receive his true worth, he needed 

to remove the anesthetic and feel the 
anguish of it all. Was that partly how he 
became fully human, standing under the 
weight of human fury, discovering Christ 
there with him? See MARROCCO, page 22

United States are uninterested in the Eu-
charist or that the topic is entirely absent 
from our shared religious imagination 
may find a difficult time building a cred-
ible case. Plenty of evidence points to the 
contrary.

During the last two decades, a world 
of resources has emerged to address 
questions associated with the Eucharist: 
books, articles, dissertations, documenta-
ries, internet videos, catechetical resourc-
es, homilies, pastoral letters, conferences, 
heated social media interactions, blogs, 
self-proclaimed pundits, and yes the oc-
casional heretical position, among others.

Together these resources and conversa-

tions reveal an interesting reality: Ameri-
can Catholics are a de facto eucharistically 
engaged community. Of course, some 
more than others.

The eucharistic enthusiasm, or at the 
very least curiosity and opinion, tran-
scends the strictly religious world. Secular 
media outlets — including The New York 
Times, The Associated Press, Reuters, The 
Wall Street Journal, NPR, CNN, MS-
NBC, Fox News and others — often 
provide space to cover Catholic conversa-
tions related to the Eucharist.

Efforts by the U.S. Conference of 

We can see why he felt increasingly 
close to the mother of God, who stood 
in her Son’s condemnation and shaming, 
while remaining in the truth. She felt not 
only her pain and Jesus’, but the merciless 
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By Jay Nies
Frater Carl Gales of the Di-

vine Word Missionaries recent-
ly completed a half-marathon. 

“At one time, I tried to train 
for a full marathon but kind 
of tanked out at mile 17,” said 
Frater Carl, former music di-
rector of Cathedral of St. Jo-
seph Parish in Jefferson City. 

“I later realized that I wasn’t 
training properly or with 
enough know-how,” he said. 
“You start out with shorter dis-
tances. As you continue run-
ning, you develop a certain 
perseverance.”

Such has also been his ex-
perience in discerning a call to 
Priesthood as a missionary of 
the Society of the Divine Word 
(SVD). 

“I think my SVD formation 
has given me a kind of long-
range planning,” he said. “You 
learn how to build up to things 
instead of trying to tackle the 
mountain in all one go. 

“You learn that there are 
hills you have to overcome be-
fore you climb the mountain,” 
he said.

Frater Carl is preparing to 

profess perpetual vows in 
the SVD, the largest Roman 
Catholic order that focuses 
on missionary work, on Sept. 
18 in Hyde Park, Illinois.

He hopes to be ordained 
a deacon this October and a 
priest next May. 

As a member of the so-
ciety’s Chicago Province, he 
will likely minister in the 
footsteps of Venerable Fa-
ther Augustus Tolton (1854-
97), the Roman Catholic 
Church’s first recognizably 
Black priest in the United 
States. 

Fr. Tolton was born in 
northeastern Missouri, es-
caped from slavery with his 
family during the Civil War, 
settled with them in Quincy, 
Illinois, and was eventually 
ordained a priest in Rome, be-
cause no seminary in the Unit-
ed States would accept him.

He ministered as a priest in 
Quincy, then in Chicago be-
fore his death at age 43. 

“I’ve already done some 
parish work at St. Elizabeth 
in Chicago, which is basically 
where Fr. Tolton did his par-

ish ministry,” said Frater Carl, 
who is also African American.

He entered the SDV novi-
tiate in 2014 after serving for 
two years as music director at 
the Cathedral in Jefferson City. 

“It’s been a really long jour-
ney,” he stated. “But now that I 
look back, it feels like just yes-
terday that I was at 
the Cathedral.”

He grew up in 
a devout Christian 
family in Arizona. 

“I’m a convert,” 
he noted. “I grew 
up in the Pentecostal 
Church. My mother 
is still very devout.”

He took a lik-
ing to music as a 
child and sung in 
the Phoenix Boys 
Choirs, giving him 
access to and educa-
tion into the classi-
cal genre as well as 
the Catholic Liturgy.

“We sang vari-
ous arrangements of 
the Mass in Latin,” 
he recalled. “Those 
kinds of things were 
embedded in my 
mind at a young age. 
It was something I 
wished to continue 
into my adulthood.” 

He majored in 
music at the University of In-
diana and decided to become 
Catholic while there, receiving 
Sacraments of Initiation at the 
Easter Vigil in 2000. 

“That was a wonderful, 
wonderful, wonderful time!” 
he said. “And the stirrings of 

the Catholic Priesthood were 
present even then.”

When in Rome
One Saturday, a classmate 

asked him to provide piano 
accompaniment to her early-
morning flute audition. 

That seemingly insignifi-

cant event brought him into 
contact with the organizers of 
an international opera festival, 
who offered him a job on the 
spot as an accompanist. 

“And guess where it was? It 
was in ROME!” he recalled. 
“And it just so happened to be 

the year of the Great Jubi-
lee!”

It was too good to pass 
up. 

“I had just become Cath-
olic,” he recalled. “And by a 
stroke of divine providence, 
I got to go to Rome for free 
and participate in an opera 
festival.”

He also got make pilgrim-
ages to the four major ba-
silicas and walk through the 
jubilee doors in each. 

“It was all a very beautiful 
experience,” he said. 

Those and other signs 
turned his sights toward 
Priesthood. 

“I called the vocations 
director for the Indianapo-

lis archdiocese and told him 
I think God wants me to be-
come a priest,” Frater Carl re-
called. 

“He asked me, ‘How long 
have you been Catholic?’ I said, 
‘Oh, just about a month,’” he 
laughingly recounted. 

The priest told him, “I’m 
glad you called, but 
maybe think about 
it and if you still feel 
called in a year or 
two, give me a call.”

In the meantime, 
Frater Carl decided 
to continue study-
ing music. 

He pursued a 
master’s degree at 
the University of 
Cincinnati, which 
led to a two-year 
overseas study in 
France. 

Becoming fa-
miliar with the lan-
guage there would 
serve him well dur-
ing his time on mis-
sion in the Demo-
cratic Republic of 
the Congo. 

“I look back on 
all of these different 
events in my life, 
and I see the subtle 
and not-so-subtle 
ways that God pre-

pares you for the life ahead,” he 
said. “I see the building blocks 
of my formation and the sub-
tle nudging of the Holy Spirit 
toward this vocation of the 
Priesthood.” 

Former Cathedral of St. Joseph music director 
to profess final vows in the Society of the Divine Word

See PROFESSION, page 19

Frater Carl Gales SVD serves as pianist and cantor at an 
outdoor Mass at which a friend renewed temporary 
vows in the Society of the Divine Word.

Frater Carl Gales SVD visits with children in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo.
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FR. DOYLE
From page 8

other day — largely because, as you say, Saturdays were more conve-
nient for families to gather.

If your parish chooses not to do Saturday funerals, it may be that 
they are short-staffed, and the pastor feels he should retain his ener-
gies for the Saturday vigil Masses. I don’t think it would be produc-
tive for you to “insist” on a Saturday funeral.

Have you tried explaining to him that people are coming from 
great distances, and a Saturday funeral is the only day that permits 
that? If this is not successful, I would try a neighboring parish/pastor.

Questions may be sent to Father Kenneth Doyle at askfatherdoyle@
gmail.com and 30 Columbia Circle Dr., Albany, New York 12203.

MISSOURI
From page 6

of integration; first heart trans-
plant in the Midwest; and first 
to grant a Ph.D. in aviation.

Mother Rose Philippine 
Duchesne and the Religious 
of the Sacred Heart also had 
just arrived in St. Louis in 
1818. They were first sent to 
St. Charles and several years 
later moved to Florissant. Also 
in 1818, an academy for boys 
opened, offering classes in 
Latin, English, French, math-
ematics and geography.

The Jesuits, Christian 
Brothers, Society of the Sacred 
Heart, Visitation Sisters, Ur-
sulines, Sisters of St. Joseph, 
School Sisters of Notre Dame 
and other religious commu-
nities began schools. Initially 
those women religious taught 
Catholics and non-Catholics 
since there were no public 
schools.

Bishop Rosati, always in-
terested in education, hoped 
to establish an institute for the 
deaf. Mother St. John Font-
bonne, superior of the Sis-
ters of St. Joseph in France, 
agreed to assign Josephites to 
learn this method of teaching 
and a wealthy French woman, 
Countess de la Rochejacque-
lin, agreed to finance their 
journey to the distant missions 
of Missouri in 1836. Although 
the Sisters of St. Joseph were to 
teach and serve in many ways 
in the St. Louis diocese, edu-
cation of the deaf remained a 
prime apostolate.

Important milestones
In 1821, Missouri was un-

der the leadership of Bishop 
William DuBourg and part of 
the Diocese of the Louisiana 
and the Two Floridas, which 
at that time encompassed with 

the entire Louisiana Purchase, 
the state of Illinois, the territo-
ry of Arkansas, and the Spanish 
territories of Alabama, Missis-
sippi and Florida.

The St. Louis diocese record-
ed sacraments at the Cathedral 
of St. Louis that year: 124 in-
fant baptisms and six adult 
baptisms, six conversions, 18 
marriages and 77 deaths. There 
were 16 priests working in the 
Missouri and Illinois areas, with 
only four priests stationed in St. 
Louis City.

•1698: First Mass in the 
state, celebrated by missionary 
priests from Quebec

•1750: Ste. Genevieve set-
tled by French colonists, with 
sacramental records beginning 
in 1759

•1763: Pierre Laclede es-
tablished a trading post, which 
would eventually become the 
city of St. Louis

•1818: Saint Louis Univer-
sity founded

•1821: State of Missouri ad-
mitted to the union

•1823: Incorporation of the 
city of St. Louis

•1826: Diocese of St. Louis 
was erected. 

1828: Sisters of Charity 
come to St. Louis to open first 
hospital

1845: Founding of the So-
ciety of St. Vincent de Paul in 
the United States at the Old 
Cathedral. 

Mrs. Brinker and Mr. Kenny 
are staff writers for the St. Louis 
Review, newspaper of the St. 
Louis archdiocese.

A version of this article was 
published in the July 30, 2021, 
edition of the Review and is re-
published here with permission. 

Most holy Apostle St. Jude, 
faithful servant and friend of Jesus, 

the Church honors and invokes thee 
universally as the patron of hopeless cases, 

of things despaired of. 

Pray for me who am so miserable; 
make use, I implore thee, 

of that particular privilege accorded to thee, 
to bring visible and speedy help 

where help is almost despaired of. 

Come to my assistance in this great need,
that I may receive  the consolations 

Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, Sandi Mackley, a member of the St. Thomas More 
Newman Center Parish in Columbia, has been invoking the intercession of St. Jude Thaddeus, one 
of the 12 Apostles and patron saint of difficult cases, to help end the pandemic.

She asked for the prayer to be published here to help encourage devotion to St. Jude and greater 
reliance on his powerful intercession in heaven: 

Prayer for assistance from St. Jude

and the succor of Heaven 
in all my necessities, tribulations, 

and sufferings, particularly protection and relief 
from the pandemic, 

and that I may bless God with thee 
and all the elect forever.

I promise thee, O blessed St. Jude, 
to be ever mindful of this great favor, 
and I will never cease to honor thee 
as my special and powerful patron 

and to do all in my power 
to encourage devotion to thee.

Amen.

St. Michael parishioners Mike Kirchner, Alan, 
Schrimpf and Dave VanLoo, with help from 
Ryan Kirchner, install the new crucifix in the 
sanctuary of St. Michael Church in Russellville 
Aug. 25. The parish purchased the crucifix with 
donations from parishioners and friends of 
the parish. Monsignor Robert A. Kurwicki, pas-
tor, will bless the new crucifix at Mass on Sept. 
12. The parish is grateful for the help from the 
volunteers, as well as all the donors and the 
committee that brought this plan to fruition. 
The image of the Risen Christ, originally from 
the chapel in Capital Region Medical Center in 
Jefferson City, that adorned the church’s sanc-
tuary since 2002 has been moved to the back 
of the church where people can see it as they 
depart. 

— Photo by Kathy Wildhaber

Through the Blood of the Cross

Cursillo Weekends to be held this fall

DATE: September 12
TIME: 1 to 4:30 p,m

A Cursillo Weekend brings 
together a diverse group of 
Catholics to share the richness 
of many modes of worship and 
to broaden each one’s apprecia-
tion for our Church. 

The three days are filled with 
talks and group discussions 
with emphasis on the doctrine 
of Grace, the Sacraments, and 
Piety/Study/Action. 

They also include fellow-
ship, singing, good food, and 
time for privacy, meditation, 
prayer and walks. Mass is cel-
ebrated each day. 

Prayerfully consider tak-
ing this leap with others from 
around the Jefferson City dio-

cese. It will be well worth it in 
your faith and in your life.

•Men’s Weekend: Sept 30-
Oct 3 in Moberly

•Women’s Weekend: Nov. 
4-7 in Moberly

diojeffcity.org/cursillo

Immaculate Conception 
Church in Jefferson City will 
be included on a self-paced 

walking/driving tour of eight historical places of worship, spon-
sored by the Historic City of Jefferson (HJC) organization.

It will be from 1 to 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 12. 
The cost is $15 per person. Proceeds will go toward historic 

preservation efforts in Jefferson City.
The HCJ’s main table will be at First Presbyterian Church, 

324 Madison St.
For information or to register, visit historiccityofjefferson.org.

JC Houses of Worship tour
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This misuse of power, most of the time “to 
get one’s own way,” is what leads to deep and 
painful hurt that results in intense and endur-
ing resentment.

Paul is addressing the misuse of “power” in 
marriage. He actually does it on another occa-
sion when speaking about parenting.

What Paul is trying to impress upon us in 
the married life, and can be applied to plenty 
of other vocations and avocations and relation-
ships, is that the greatest use of our “power” is 
“service!”

He uses the word subordinate not meaning 
subservient, but rather in the sense of “being 
of service.”

Because it was a patriarchal society, he men-
tions wives; but to be relevant for us today he 
would have said “spouses be subordinate to 
each other,” “spouses be a servant to one an-
other!” 

That is why he says that husbands and 
wives should love the other as Christ loves the 
Church: Jesus said, “I came to serve, not to be 
served.”

With this in mind, true “power” is being “of 
service” to others. The correct use of power in a 
relationship, especially one as intimate as mar-
riage, can be centered around “being of ser-
vice” to one’s partner.

Paul didn’t stop there. He made it clear that 
this better and more correct use of one’s power 
in service to others, is also the way we are called 
to treat our neighbor, in the home, outside the 
home and wherever God puts us.

Msgr. Higley is pastor of Sacred Heart Parish 
in Columbia and judicial vicar for the Jefferson 
City diocese. 

By Monsignor Gregory L. Higley
In my homily for the weekend of Aug. 21-

22, I chose not to dwell on the second reading 
(Ephesians 5:21-32), in which St. Paul presents 
his teaching on married life.

Instead, I want to address it in this column 
so that you can reflect further on what Paul has 
to say in light of my own observations.

I grew up witnessing married life with my 
parents; I continue to do so with my married 
siblings, and, of course, I am surrounded by 
married persons every place I have pastored. 

This teaching of St. Paul is rarely chosen as 
one of the optional readings to be proclaimed 
at a wedding Mass because it can be disturbing 
to a lot of people, especially women, and has 
been applied heavy-handedly for far too many 
centuries ... partly because it has not been ex-
plained well.

I was visiting with a former schoolmate of 
mine who has spent 40 years as a psychologist 
focusing on family counseling. I commiserated 
with him about the staggering divorce figures 
and tragic break-up of so many marriages that 
started out with the best of intentions but 
didn’t last.

I was sharing with him many things I have 
learned over my 40 years of priestly ministry re-
garding the deterioration of marriages, through 
my spiritual direction of couples. 

He told me that in a marriage, a husband 
and wife somehow have to learn about “power.” 

He said that “power” is so mishandled, mis-
applied and misdirected in married life that 
eventually, it is often the underlying cause of a 
marriage break-up. 

Oftentimes the partners don’t even know or 
realize that they are misusing their power. 

Monsignor Higley: 
On power and service in marriage

professor of Education at Co-
lumbia University. 

Dr. Fretwell championed 

Scouting programs as extracur-
ricular learning activities that 
promote positive values and 
community service.

Mr. Maranowski, known to 
many as “Mr. M,” is currently 
the seventh-grade homeroom 
teacher at St. George School.

This year marks his 52nd 
year of teaching, all of which 
has been at St. George. 

He also teaches social stud-
ies and religion to students in 
grades 6-8.

Mr. M is a Christ-centered 
individual who provides a 
faith-based education to his 
students. 

“It is his vocation,” said Ms. 
Backes. “He embraces his call-
ing by keeping Christ at the 
center of all that he does and 
he encourages his students to 
do the same. He cares about 
his students and those around 
him. 

“He always spends long 
hours preparing for his classes 
to provide the best possible 
education for his students. He 
teaches by example,” she stat-
ed. “He is respectful, kind and 
generous. His students learn to 
love themselves and others. He 
strives to teach them about the 
changing world and motivates 
them to go out into the world 
and do good.”

Most of the Linn commu-
nity has been touched by Mr. 
M because his teaching career 
has been strong for 51 years.

Throughout that time, he 
has prepared hundreds of stu-
dents for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, the Bellarmine 
Speech League, and Catholic 

students not at St. George who 
were in CCD which is now 
known as PSR (Parish School 
of Religion). 

He was a Cub Scout when 
he was a kid and has taught the 
stamp collecting merit badge 
to Troop 17 and other scouts 
throughout Missouri at the 
Linn Merit Badge University 
at State Tech.

“Mr. M definitely has gone 
over and beyond his call of 
duty,” said Ms. Backes. “His 
teaching and preparing his stu-
dents academically and spiritu-
ally deserves praise of the high-
est honor.” 

As the story is told, 52 years 
ago, a young man was on a bus 
traveling from New Jersey to 
Columbia, where he was going 
to further his education. 

The bus broke down in 
front of the St. George Con-
vent in Linn. 

Mr. M recalls that Sister 
Dominica told him that had he 
been a hippie when he got off 
that bus, they would have sent 
him right back to Columbia. 

The sisters came out to offer 
water. In the ensuing conver-
sation, he learned St. George 
needed a teacher.

He detoured from his jour-
ney and made his way down a 
life-long path of being a Cath-
olic educator and touching 
lives forever.

“He has touched the lives of 
many because he is a man of 
God and wanted to improve 
the lives of children so that the 
future of his beloved country 
would be changed in many 
good ways as a result of his call 
to follow God’s plans for him 
to make a difference in this 
world,” said Ms. Backes.

Linn St. George School’s “Mr. M” 
receives BSA Outstanding Educator Award

Robert “Mr. M” Maranowski, a teacher at St. George School in 
Linn, displays the Outstanding Educator Award he received from 
the Boy Scouts of America, after Mass in St. George Church. With 
him are BSA Troop 17 Committee Chair Debbie Backes and Five Riv-
ers District Executive Bradley Kellerman.

ethical and moral choices over 
their lifetimes by instilling the 
values of the Scout Oath and 
Law. 

The Elbert K. Fretwell Out-
standing Educator Award is 
presented to those that im-
prove students’ lives by proac-
tively modeling and teaching 
Scouting values.

The award may be pre-
sented to teachers, educational 
support staff, and school ad-
ministrators to recognize non-
scouting educators who are 
nominated through local units. 

A unit may nominate one 
individual per year at each 
school campus.

Born and educated in Lewis 
County, Missouri, Dr. Elbert 
K. Fretwell, the second Chief 
Scout Executive, was a gradu-
ate of LaGrange College and a 

Robert “Mr. M” Maranows-
ki of St. George School in Linn 
is the Boy Scouts of America 
(BSA) Five Rivers District’s 
first recipient of the Elbert K. 
Fretwell Outstanding Educa-
tor Award. 

Five Rivers District Execu-
tive Bradley Kellerman, assist-
ed by Linn Scouts BSA Troop 
17 Committee Chair Debbie 
Backes, presented the award at 
the end of St. George School’s 
back-to-school Mass on Aug. 
7. 

“It was a pleasure to be a 
part of this presentation and 
to surprise him with this pres-
tigious award in church where 
so many of his former stu-
dents were in attendance,” Ms. 
Backes stated. 

The BSA’s mission is to pre-
pare young people to make 

Like Us On

Find us 
online

facebook
Diocese of 
Jefferson City

CATHMO.COM



The Catholic Missourian September 3, 2021 MCC MESSENGER 13

Messenger
A quarterly publication by the Missouri Catholic Conference

M I S S O U R I 
C A T H O L I C 
C O N F E R E N C E

Fulton v. City of Philadelphia 
On June 17th, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 9-0 in the case of Fulton v. 

City of Philadelphia that city officials violated Catholic Social Service’s (CSS) 
First Amendment rights by requiring CSS to certify same-sex couples to be 
foster parents to continue serving as a foster care provider. The case is 
considered a victory for religious liberty and an important statement from 
the court about how local government decisions in these matters will be 
viewed going forward. 

The Catholic Church has served needy children in Philadelphia for over 
two centuries. In the late 18th century, a Catholic priest in the city organized 
an association to care for children orphaned when their parents died 
during a yellow fever epidemic. Catholic religious sisters opened homes 
for destitute youth in the 19th century and later began placing children 
with foster parents. CSS continues that work today and did so without 
complaint until a newspaper article reported that CSS would not certify 
same-sex couples as foster parents. The city investigated and refused to 
renew CSS’ contract, even though no same-sex couple had come to CSS 
for certification and CSS agreed to refer any that did to other providers. 
The nine justices on the court unanimously agreed that the city’s refusal 
to contract with CSS under these circumstances violated the Free Exercise 
Clause of the First Amendment.

CSS, a Catholic social service organization, believes that marriage is a 

sacred bond between a man and a woman. CSS does not certify unmarried 
couples as foster families, nor does it certify same-sex couples. It does 
not object to certifying gay or lesbian individuals as single foster parents 
or refuse to find foster homes for gay or lesbian foster children. CSS 
successfully contracted with the city to provide foster care services for over 
50 years operating in accord with these beliefs.  

When the city learned that CSS would not certify same-sex couples, 
however, it refused to refer additional children to CSS for placement. The 
city argued that their contract with CSS prohibited discrimination on the 
basis of sexual orientation, as did a city ordinance. Writing for the majority, 
Chief Justice John Roberts explained as a preliminary matter that the 
city’s actions burdened CSS’s religious exercise “by putting it to the choice 
of curtailing its mission or approving relationships inconsistent with its 
beliefs.” The city argued that certification of foster parents does not involve 
a religious decision, but Roberts explained that CSS believes certification 
is tantamount to endorsement of the relationship. Quoting from a prior 
court decision, Roberts wrote for the majority that “religious beliefs need 
not be acceptable, logical, consistent, or comprehensible to others in order 
to merit First Amendment protection.” The unanimous court decision was 
inspired, in part, by a provision in the city contract which gave the city 
commissioner discretion to allow an exception to the non-discrimination 
provision. 

The city maintained that it had no intention of granting an exception 
to CSS, but the court ruled that because the city had discretion to grant 
an exception, it couldn’t deny CSS an exception, since doing so burdened 
CSS’s religious exercise. As Chief Justice Robert’s explained, “CSS seeks 
only an accommodation that will allow it to continue serving the children 
of Philadelphia in a manner consistent with its religious beliefs; it does not 
seek to impose those beliefs on anyone else.”  

While the court’s decision was narrowly drawn, with three Justices 
writing separately that the majority didn’t go far enough to protect religious 
liberty, it is the MCC’s hope that the unanimous court decision will send the 
message that religious service providers should be permitted to continue 
to serve in accord with their religious beliefs going forward.  

The U.S. Supreme Court ended its 2020-21 Term on June 30, issuing several 
significant cases before adjourning for the summer. In this issue of Messenger, 
the MCC highlights several cases of interest to the Catholic Church and its 
various ministries. The court ruled on a significant religious liberty case arising 
out of Catholic Charities’ foster care work in Philadelphia. The Court also issued 
several opinions on immigration matters that will have an impact on migrant 
families living in the U.S., along with the Church’s outreach to these vulnerable 
communities—we address one of those cases in this Messenger. 

September 2021

U.S. Supreme Court Rules on Religious 
Liberty and Immigration
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By the Numbers: Foster Care & Faith Affirming Agencies

Source: https://becketnewsite.s3.amazonaws.com/FosterCareCrisisFaithBasedAgencies.pdf
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On June 7th, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 9-0 that immigrants with 
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) who originally entered the country 
unlawfully are not eligible to become a lawful permanent resident (LPR) 
of the United States. Justice Elena Kagan, writing for the unanimous court, 
stated that TPS status, by itself, does not guarantee that an individual meets 
the requirements to become an LPR.

Jose Santos Sanchez entered the United States unlawfully from El Salvador 
in 1997. In 2001, the government granted Sanchez TPS because of unsafe 
living conditions in that country. In 2014, Sanchez sought an “adjustment” 
of his status to an LPR. His application for adjustment was denied by the 
United States Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS) because his 
original entry to the U.S. was without inspection. He appealed to the district 
court, which ruled in his favor. The Third Circuit Court of Appeals reversed, 
and Sanchez appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court.

Current immigration law provides that the Secretary of Homeland Security 
may designate a foreign country for TPS due to conditions in the country that 
temporarily prevent the country’s nationals from returning safely. The USCIS 
can grant TPS to eligible nationals of certain countries who are already in the 
United States, such as Mr. Sanchez.  

In order to apply for LPR status, however, an individual must have been 
“inspected and admitted or paroled” into the United States at the time of entry. 
An “admission” is defined in immigration law as “the lawful entry of the alien 
into the United States after inspection and authorization by an immigration 

officer.” Admission occurs in most cases when someone presents themselves 
at a port of entry with valid immigration documents and is formally admitted 
to the U.S. In three Circuits (the Sixth, Ninth, and Eighth), however, a grant of 
TPS has been considered as a valid admission. Mr. Sanchez contended that 
because a TPS recipient is considered a “nonimmigrant” under the law, it 
follows that he must also be considered as admitted. 

The Supreme Court disagreed. Writing for the unanimous Court, Justice 
Kagan held that immigration law clearly distinguishes the concepts of lawful 
status and admission, and that the TPS program “gives foreign nationals 
nonimmigrant status, but does not admit them.” While Mr. Sanchez had 
established lawful status, it did not change the fact that he had not been 
legally admitted to the U.S. “[B]ecause a grant of TPS does not come with 
a ticket of admission, it does not eliminate the disqualifying effect of an 
unlawful entry”, wrote Justice Kagan. 

The Court did note that there was legislation pending in Congress that would 
change its result and allow a TPS holder, such as Mr. Sanchez, to get a green 
card even if he entered the United States without admission or inspection. 
This change would bring some consistency to the law, as currently TPS 
holders such as Mr. Sanchez are not eligible for LPR, while someone who was 
admitted legally but, for instance, overstayed his visa could be eligible for 
LPR. However, as Justice Kagan pointed out, the Supreme Court “does not 
get to say that [what the current law does] is not enough.” In other words, the 
Court cannot make law, as that power is reserved to the Legislative branch. 

Sanchez v. Mayorkas
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New Episode of MCC from the Capitol
In an accompanying new episode of our podcast, MCC from the Capitol, MCC 
Executive Director Tyler McClay continues the discussion of Fulton v. Philadelphia 
with Lance Kinzer of the First Amendment Partnership, and MCC lobbyist Jamie 
Morris joins in to discuss Sanchez v. Mayorkas.  Scan the QR code to listen right 
now!*

*to scan a QR code, open the camera app on your phone, and focus the camera 
on the QR code. A link will appear directing you to the available content.

MCC Annual Assembly
Goes Virtual (Again!)

Scan here 
to listen now 

The MCC Annual Assembly is coming 
to your favorite coffeehouse—or your 
car, maybe your kitchen—wherever 
your favorite podcast listening spot 
might be. The 2021 Annual Assembly 
will once again be held in a virtual 
format, this year featuring opening 
remarks from Archbishop Mitchell T. 
Rozanski. Keep an ear out for six new 
episodes of MCC from the Capitol; 
we invite you to tune in to this year’s 
episodes to hear even more engaging 
conversations about topics important 
to Missouri Catholics: religious 
freedom, immigration, pro-life issues, 
race relations, and more. While you 
wait for the next series to be released, 
catch up on episodes you may have 
missed by scanning the QR code at 
the bottom of the page.

Subscribe to MCC from the Capitol via 
your favorite listening app today and 
never miss an episode!
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ST. GEORGE
From page 1

“One day at a time!” he 
said while exchanging a fist-
bump with a young student. 

Parents lined up with 
their children on the side-
walk, waiting their turn to 
take photos by the school’s 
iconic sign. 

“You’ll remember your 
first day forever,” a dad told 
his children. 

Betsy (Theissen) Stephan 
enjoyed the early morning 
sunshine with her daughters, 
who are in kindergarten and 
third grade.

“I love sending our kids 
to St. George School,” said 
Mrs. Stephan, who was once 
a student there.

“We wanted a faith-based 
education for our kids — that’s 
why we chose St. George,” she 
said. “But why we stay and 
why we love it so much is that 
we have a real school family 
here, and we’re really happy 
with the community and the 
friends we’ve made.”

St. George alumna Brenna 
Panhorst held the hand of her 
son Benton on the threshold of 
his first day of pre-kindergar-
ten.

Her husband Brandon was 
holding their daughter, who 
was born two days before.

“We love the community, 
the small classes,” Mrs. Pan-
horst said. “We think it’s going 
to be great for (Benton). We’re 
looking forward to him mak-
ing a bunch of new friends and 
receiving a faith-based educa-
tion.”

By George!
A few at a time, the students 

in their fresh-pressed uniforms 
passed under the Holy Trinity 
symbol above the doorway and 
headed up a staircase adorned 
with a verse from Hebrews: 
“Faith is being sure of what we 
hope for and certain of what 
we do not see.”

They all wound up together 
in the gymnasium for prayers, 
the Pledge, announcements 
and a raucous exchange of 
“Rooted in faith!” ... “Growing 
in virtues!”

Eighth-graders held up a 
sign with the words to the 
school’s Morning Prayer, 
based on Colossians 3:12-15 
— “Help us grow in heartfelt 
compassion, kindness, humil-
ity, gentleness and patience. 

... And over all these virtues, 
may we put on love, that is, the 
bond of perfection.”

They closed with, “St. 
George, PRAY FOR US!”

“You are our hope”
After homeroom, the stu-

dents in grades three through 
eight went across the street to 
St. George Church for their 
first all-school Mass of the year. 

Eighth-grade teacher Kim 
Hoemann greeted the students 
before Mass with a message 
from the faculty. 

“We want you to know that 
you guys are loved,” she said. 
“We’re going to challenge you 
this year to grow intellectu-
ally and spiritually, to be like 
Christ.”

She promised that the 
teachers would pray for them 
throughout the day, whenever 
they need it, and asked the stu-
dents in turn to pray for their 
teachers and each other. 

“You are our hope, our fu-
ture,” she said. “And even to-
day, you are servants and lead-
ers. We are truly blessed. We 
believe in you.”

This was Father Philip 
Niekamp’s first school Mass 
since becoming pastor of St. 
George Parish and of Church 
of the Risen Savior Parish in 
Rhineland.

He talked about the read-
ings and asked the students 
questions.

“Jesus tells us to ‘love each 
other as I have loved you,’” he 
said. “That means sacrificially. 
That means giving of yourself. 
That means treating each other 
as you want to be treated. That 
means being respectful to each 
other. That means paying at-

tention to your teachers. It 
means not acting up in class. 
It means paying attention at 
Mass. It means literally giving 
of ourselves.” 

Fr. Niekamp said it’s easy 
to hate other people, but it’s 
much more important to love 
them. 

“There’s enough hate in 
the world right now. We don’t 
need any of that here at St. 
George,” he said. “What we 
need is to love one another as 
Christ loves us.”

“Take time to give of your-
self,” he exhorted. “Take the 
time to love one another. That’s 
what our faith is about.”

“He makes me happy”
Seventh-grader Reagan 

Budnik has set the bar high for 
this new school year. 

“I hope that I learn a lot and 
that maybe we can figure out 
COVID,” she said.

Her favorite subject is Eng-
lish. Her sights are currently 
set on being a volcanologist, 
astronomer or fashion design-
er. 

She said she likes the polite-
ness she experiences among her 
classmates and the understand-
ing nature of her teachers at St. 
George. 

Having been there since 
pre-kindergarten, she is accus-
tomed to acknowledging God’s 
presence.

“I can always feel Him 
around me,” she said. “He 
makes me happy.” 

She prays every night for 
her family to always be togeth-
er, “and for God to always be 
part of our family and lead us.” 

She asked for prayers for 
“every tomorrow to be better,” 

and for there to be “less hate 
and more grace and forgiveness 
in the world.”

Moving day
Fourth-grader Macie Doyle 

was starting her first year in 
“the big building” — the 
1950 portion of the school 
that stands next to the cupula-
clad elementary building from 
1916. 

“I get to switch classes this 
year, so that’s going to be pretty 
different,” she said. 

Her favorite subject is math. 
She hopes to be a math in-
structor when she grows up “so 
I can teach other kids how to 
be good at it.”

She hopes that by the end 
of this school year, she’ll be 
smarter and closer to God. 

She said she’s aware that 
God is with her in the school 
“just by the way people are 
nice to each other.”

 “Some of the kids — espe-
cially the boys — are very fun-
ny,” she said. “They help make 
things fun.” 

Growing in virtue
Principal Stobart said he 

and the St. George teachers 
and staff are committed to pro-
viding in-person instruction as 
long as possible, and the best 
alternatives if the COVID 
pandemic makes them neces-
sary. 

“We’re trying to keep every-
thing sanitized and clean and 
keep the kids safe,” he noted. 
“And we want them to have 
fun.” 

The school is entering its 
fourth year of Virtue-Based Re-
storative Discipline (VBRD). 

Based on a book of the 

same name by Lynne M. Lang 
of the St. Louis archdiocese, 
VBRD takes a step-by-step, 
community-wide approach to 
building positive relationships 
and encouraging behavior that 
leads people closer to God. 

The program is designed 
to help students, their fami-
lies and the whole parish learn 
from mistakes and repair any 
bonds broken by destructive 
behavior. 

It incorporates prayer and 
a wealth of Catholic spiritual-
ity and focuses on bolstering 
virtues rather than punishing 
behavior.

“It’s a wonderful program,” 
said Mr. Stobart. “Every 
month, we focus on a new 
virtue. There’s a lot of buy-in 
from the teachers and the par-
ents. It’s all over the hallways. 
Kids are reminded of it in ev-
ery classroom, every day.”

He said it’s wonderful to 
have so much support from 
parents and the entire parish. 

“It’s amazing how many 
people we have on call who 
just want to come up and help 
at school,” he said. “Even the 
families whose kids have al-
ready graduated and gone on 
to high school, they’re still 
coming back and helping us 
with things like summer main-
tenance.”

He noted that parents send 
their children into the school 
each day to receive a faith-
based education. 

“So when we send them 
back out, we need to have pre-
pared them for a faith-based 
life,” he stated. 

That means helping them 

LEFT: Students of St. George School in Hermann exit the gym after a morning assembly on their first day of school. RIGHT: A parent takes 
photos of her sons on the first day of school at St. George.  — Photos by Jay Nies

See FIRST DAY, page 27
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ROODHOUSE
From page 1

governs itself while carry-
ing out its essential work of 
preaching, teaching and sanc-
tifying throughout the world. 

In it is codified the respon-
sibilities of every office in the 
Church, along with specific 
directives for how those re-
sponsibilities are to be carried 
out. 

It spells out how the sacra-
ments are to be administered 
and how the spiritual wellbe-
ing of the faithful is to be safe-
guarded. 

It sets out the processes for 
settling disputes within the 
Church and meting out disci-
pline whenever necessary. 

For Mr. Roodhouse, it’s a 
thing of beauty. 

“I do love the law,” he said.
Societies are just when their 

laws order the people toward 
a good and proper end, he ex-
plained. 

“The Church is a society,” 
he said. “Our end is heaven, 
eternity with the Lord.

“So all of our laws, even the 
ones that seem harsh or dif-
ficult, they ultimately fit to-
gether to order our society, the 
Church, toward our ultimate 
eternity with God,” he stated.

He pointed out that Church 
law and the civil law of most 

Western nations are rooted in 
the tradition of Roman law. 

“What the Romans were so 
passionate about was the idea 
that there is a natural thing 
called justice that good law 
ought to correspond to,” said 
Mr. Roodhouse. 

Roman jurists believed that 
justice could be defined objec-
tively and determined through 
proper use of reason. 

“The idea of natural law — 
that we, using our reason, even 
aside from our faith, can arrive 
at principles that should gov-
ern our lives — is very power-
ful,” he stated. 

He said canon law is “a 
beautiful synthesis with natu-
ral law.” 

“What’s beautiful about it is 
that we don’t have to set aside 
our reason, our skills and abili-
ties that are human and natu-
ral,” he said.

Believers have another 
source of objective truth. 

“We’re not just bound to 
our use of reason, because we 
also have the Deposit of Faith 
and the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit,” he said. “It all works 
together. And it’s working to-
gether for our end, our pur-
pose, our eternal destination. 
That’s why I love it so much.” 

A quest for clarity
His family moved to 

a small town near Port-
land, Oregon, when he 
was 12. 

He was a promising 
football player. The best 
team in the area was at 
Jesuit High School in 
Portland. 

The school’s solid 
academics appealed to 
his parents. 

They planned to at-
tend an open house 
when Benjamin was in 
eighth grade. The visit 
would include Mass. 
Benjamin asked his 
mother to take him to 
Mass the Sunday before 
so he would know how 
to participate. 

“So we went to 
Mass,” he said. “It didn’t make 
a big impression on me, but 
it did make an impression on 
Mom.” 

His entire family gradually 
returned to the practice of the 
faith. 

Over time, Benjamin start-
ed getting involved in campus 
ministry at school. 

“God really used whatever 
natural talents I had and my 
interests to get me involved,” 
he recalled. 

He learned to love being 
Catholic. 

From there, he went on to 
Hillsdale College in Michigan 
to study history. 

Hillsdale has a strong tradi-
tion of vigorous debate, espe-
cially over faith and religion. 

“It was perfect for an 18- to 
21-year-old who loves to de-
bate and dialogue and thinks 
he knows everything,” said Mr. 
Roodhouse.

If high school was where he 
learned to love being Catholic, 
college was where he learned to 
know his faith.

He studied the Bible and 
the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church and came to relish de-
fending his faith. 

“That’s when I learned to 
recognize the beauty of the 
teachings and the power of 
submitting to the teachings of 
the Church,” he said.

9/11 happened while he was 
a junior at Hillsdale. 

He signed up for Navy of-
ficer’s training, but he just 
couldn’t shake the growing de-

sire to discern Priesthood and 
religious life.

He wound up spending his 
first two years after college ex-
ploring religious life. 

Over time, it became clear 
to him — “because God makes 
things clear when you let Him” 
— that God was not calling 
him to be a priest.

He moved on to the Ave 
Maria University School of 
Law in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

From there, he went on to 
practice commercial real estate 
and helped run his family’s real 
estate development company 
in Nevada and in Texas. 

“It was a great job,” he said. 
“But it really wasn’t what I 
wanted to do.”

Restless, he jumped at the 
opportunity to move to Wash-
ington, D.C., for a job with a 
leadership and life-coaching 
company. 

“It turned out that God 
wanted me to be in D.C., but 
not for the reasons I wanted,” 
he said. 

God’s work
The new job didn’t go as 

well as planned but was provi-
dential nonetheless. 

One day, Mr. Roodhouse 
was in a common area talking 
to a Catholic coworker about 
an event that had taken place 
at church the previous evening.

An employee of another 
company headquartered in the 
same building overheard them 
and joined in the conversation. 

That’s how Mr. Roodhouse 

and his wife met each 
other. 

The Holy Spirit was 
working in other ways, 
too. 

“It took a while,” 
Mr. Roodhouse noted, 
“but as I tried to dis-
cern and make myself 
more available to the 
Lord, He opened — or 
actually reopened — 
the door to canon law.” 

Already living in 
D.C., he contacted The 
Catholic University of 
America, the only place 
in the United States 
that offers a licentiate 
in canon law. 

He started looking 
for a diocese to sponsor 
him through his studies. 

One day, he got a 
call from an area code he did 
not recognize. 

It was Bishop McKnight. 
“He was very gracious,” 

Mr. Roodhouse recalled. “We 
talked a great deal, and we con-
cluded I would be a good fit for 
what he wants in the Jefferson 
City diocese.”

Mr. Roodhouse and his wife 
moved to Jefferson City in Au-
gust. 

Suprema Lex
As of Sept. 1, Mr. Rood-

house works full-time in the 
Chancery, advising the bishop, 
his cabinet and the heads of 
various diocesan ministries on 
matters of canon law, and help-
ing with cases in the diocesan 
Matrimonial Tribunal. 

He’s looking forward to col-
laborating with the people of 
this diocese on bringing about 
the vision for a more welcom-
ing, active, outward-looking 
Church. 

He asked for prayers for 
God to help him be a saint. 

“If I can’t be a saint doing 
this job, then I don’t want to 
do this job,” he said. “Being 
a saint makes anyone good at 
whatever they’re doing that’s in 
keeping with God’s will.”

He believes people can help 
God answer that prayer by do-
ing their best to become saints, 
too. 

“Whatever you’re doing, 
give your life more completely 
over to God,” he suggested. 
“Give to God whatever you’re 
holding back from Him.”

Benjamin Roodhouse

Contact Us
1-800-769-5798 
www.arsi-mo.com

Asbestos Inspection & Abatement

BUILDING RENOVATION?

Serving clients throughout the Diocese of Jefferson City since 1985 
with asbestos, lead, mold, and environmental services.

302 South Fifth
Hannibal, Missouri

573.221.8188 • www.jamesodonnellfuneralhome.com
© 2018 The James O’Donnell Funeral Home, Inc

The mark of excellence
for five generations.
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PROFESSON
From page 10

To every land and nation
In 2012, he accepted an of-

fer to lead the liturgical music 
program at the Cathedral of St. 
Joseph in Jefferson City. 

“I came to the Cathedral 
because of the liturgical 
life there and the desire 
to develop a Gregorian 
schola, which was right 
up my alley because of 
my education,” he re-
called. 

The parish and role 
were an “easy fit” for 
him. 

“Working in parish 
ministry as a church 
musician and leading a 
choir seemed just like 
where my life had been 
leading me,” he said. 

During a diocesan 
multicultural Mass in 
the Cathedral in 2013, 
Frater Carl picked up 
the tune the African 
choir had sung while 
leading the Offertory 
Procession. 

He played several variations 
of the tune on the piano be-
fore moving gradually into an 
old German hymn, “To Jesus 
Christ Our Sovereign King,” 
while the altar was being pre-
pared.

It was strong foreshadowing 
of the ministry he was being 
called to pursue as a Divine 
Word Missionary: drawing 
people of all walks of life into 
faithful unity. 

“Our official SVD motto is 
‘Jesus’s mission is our mission,’” 
he noted. “In many ways, that 
translates to extending help to 
people who are abandoned or 
left on the margins.” 

The Society of the Divine 
Word is the fifth-largest men’s 
religious community in the 
world, with about 7,000 mem-
bers serving in 82 countries.

It is an international mis-
sion society that includes 
priests, religious brothers and 
two communities of religious 
women: the Holy Spirit Mis-
sionaries and the Sister Ser-
vants of the Holy Spirit of Per-
petual Adoration.

St. Arnold Janssen, a di-
ocesan priest from Germany, 
founded the SVDs in 1875 to 
be the national foreign mission 
society of a newly united na-
tion of Germany, as most oth-

er countries in Europe already 
had a foreign mission society.

Its first task would be to 
minister to German expatri-
ates during a time of turbulent 
Church-state relations in their 
homeland. The society sent 

missionaries to German-speak-
ing people in China, South 
America and the United States.

In the U.S., the SVDs were 
charged with ministering to 
poor African Americans, most-
ly in isolated rural locales.

“The charism is very close to 
me,” said Frater Carl, “because 
the SVD and the Josephites 
were the earliest congregations 
that trained African American 
priests in this country.” 

“They did so even with 
threat to life and limb,” he 
noted. 

From 1920 until 1968, the 
SVDs operated the only semi-
nary in the United States that 
would accept Black candidates 
for the Priesthood.

“The SVDs were instru-
mental in not necessarily being 
the only ones who were mis-
sioned to Black communities 
but who also ordained African 
American men in the country,” 
Frater Carl stated.

Faithful witness
Frater Carl credits the 

faithful witness of Cathedral 
parishioners — “the mostly 
unsung heroes who get the 
job done behind the scenes” 
— with helping him “discern 
the next steps” in pursuing his 
baptismal call to holiness. 

“They are people I really 
truly admire,” he said. 

He thoroughly enjoyed his 
time in Jefferson City. 

“I was received well by the 
choir, by the congregation, by 
the pastor and by the staff,” he 

added. “It was really won-
derful, wonderful time. 
And it was very difficult to 
leave.”

The call to mission and 
Priesthood had become too 
strong to resist.

He sought admittance 
into the SVD as a candi-
date for Priesthood. 

He was accepted into 
formation in 2014 and giv-
en the title “Frater,” which 
is Latin for “Brother.” 

He noted that the soci-
ety members from all over 
the world, and their shared 
formation is a microcosm 
of the rest of society. 

“Everything that’s in 
real life, as they say, you 
find in formation life,” he 
said. “So you have to deal 
with the same prejudices, 

you have to deal with the same 
misconceptions and ideas that 
are inherent to daily life.” 

Similar yet different
In addition to his seminary 

studies and spiritual forma-
tion, he spent two years on 
mission in the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo in south-
central Africa. 

“It was interesting to see 
that being Black does not nec-
essarily mean you understand 
the culture,” he noted. “It was 
a challenge to see people who I 
look like but I didn’t necessari-
ly resonate with due to cultural 
differences.”

But the people were “wel-
coming and wonderful” and 
helped him adjust to live in 
their country. 

“At its basic level, at its 
foundation, humanity is pret-
ty much the same wherever,” 

he said. “You find challenges 
wherever you go.” 

The greatest challenge he 
saw in the Congo was material 
poverty. 

He was angry to find out 
how rich in natural resources 
the Congo is, but how those 
riches “have been pilfered by 
the powerful, while the poor 
are left with next to nothing.”

“You see how poverty and a 
lack of access to education can 
shape the behaviors, the atti-
tudes, the destiny of people,” 
he said. “You begin to real-
ize the many blessings of be-
ing an American. At the same 
time, you realize that we’re also 
spoiled.”

Lasting bonds
Some SVD members be-

come priests, some remain 
brothers for the rest of their 
lives. 

All profess temporary and 
eventually perpetual vows of 
poverty, chastity and obedi-
ence.

“Poverty doesn’t just refer to 
monetary things,” said Frater 
Carl, “but also being willing to 
let go of things such as security 
or familiarity of place.

“It means always being open 
to traveling light and having as 
few possessions as possible in 
order to be ready to go on a 
moment’s notice, which is part 
of our vow of obedience,” he 
said.

The call to profess final 

vows comes when the SVD 
leadership and the candidate 
both agree that he is a good fit 
for the society and its charism. 

“With solemn profession, 
the society is making a com-
mitment and I am making a 
commitment for a lifetime for 
one another and to serve the 
needs of our society and also 
of the People of God,” he said. 

Frater Carl hopes to be 
ordained a deacon by Auxil-
iary Bishop Joseph N. Perry 
of Chicago, co-postulator for 
Venerable Fr. Tolton’s saint-
hood cause, in Chicago on 
Oct. 17 of this year. 

He hopes to be ordained to 
the Holy Priesthood on May 
28, 2022. 

He is immensely grateful 
for all of the people in and 
around Jefferson City who 
have stayed in touch with him 
and held him up in prayer.

“Those daily Mass inten-
tions and Rosaries that have 
been said on my behalf have 
helped me through the trials 
I’ve had to face, especially in 
the Congo, and have helped 
me considerably through my 
formation,” he said.

His family, especially his 
mother, is excited for him. 

“They see who I have be-
come as a Catholic and also 
as a Divine Word Missionary, 
and they see that I’ve been 
blessed, and they’re very happy 
for me,” he said. 

divineword.org
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By Father Don Antweiler
ACROSS

1. This puzzle presents more 
strange but true facts and 
____ of some of our Mo. 
wildlife.

9. Letters for student 
nurse, preparing for #19 
ACROSS.

11. Adora ____ Deum (Wor-
ship God); Georgian Chant 
hymn by Nova Schola Gre-
goriana.

12. Abbr. for religion or rela-
tive.

13. “From your __ __God’s 
ears”; Proverb meaning: 
May God hear what I/you 
say and act on it; possi-
bly stemming from Psalm 
130:2. The phrase appears 
in the orthodox Jewish 
prayer book (2 wds.).

14. Monarch Caterpillars are 
normally ____ creatures, 
but when milkweed (the 
only thing they eat) gets 
scarce, competition for 
food can bring out bad be-
havior. To knock rivals off 
a leaf, the colorful caterpil-
lars headbutt each other.

17. Abraham’s ancestral home.
18. ____ A Sketch; a mechani-

cal drawing toy, available 
since 1960.

19. A licensed medical caregiv-
er.

20. “It would not have cost you 
a red ____”; expression re-
corded first by J.S. Jones in 
Peoples Lawyer, 1839.

22. “This is Jesus, ____ King 
of the Jews,” (Matthew 
27:37).

23. French cheese.
25. “You who would destroy 

ACROSS
the
Diocese

the temple and rebuild 
____ in three days, save 
yourself…” (Matthew 
27:40).

26. I went to a podiatrist to 
check on my ____ and 
bunions.

27. “God ____ the Dome. 
God called the Dome ‘the 
sky,’” (Genesis 1:7,8).

29. Pax Romana refers to 
a 200-year time period 
(27 B.C. to 180 A.D.) in 
the ____ Empire which 
saw unprecedented peace 
and economic prosperity 
throughout the vast Em-
pire. It coincides with Jesus 
and early Christianity.

32. To Be in Latin 101.
34. The Natural State (abbr.).
35. Skippers are a group of 

small butterflies named for 
their flitty, zippy, skipping 
flight. Despite rarely flying 
in a straight ____, they can 
move and zigzag faster than 
any other Missouri butter-
fly, clocking speeds up to 
37 mph.

36. “____ Top of Old Smokey”; 
Appalachian folksong.

37. “Greenest State in the Land 
of the Free…”; at least to 
old Davy Crockett song 
(abbr.).

38. Drury and Holiday.
39. “Wait, let us see ____ Eli-

jah comes to save him,” 
(Matthew 27:49).

41. “____ for me and my 
household, we will serve 
the Lord,” (Joshua 24:15).

42. ____doo religion is a com-
bination of West African 
religions and Roman Ca-
tholicism. It believes God 
does not interfere in our 
lives, but spirits do, and are 
accessible through dance, 
rituals and snakes.

43. The name of the runaway 
slave of a Christian slave-
owner. In the New Testa-
ment book of Philemon, 
Paul tells Philemon (the 
slave owner) to treat this 
slave like a brother, a broth-
er in Christ; thus undercut-
ting slavery altogether.

46. Mount ____, Mo. is the 
County Seat of Lawrence 
Co. with its historic court-
house.

48. Abbr. for the Old Testa-
ment book following Mi-
cah.

49. At the time of the Am. 
Revolutionary War, most 
Americans retained the 
British tradition of French-
bashing, seeing the French 

as ____ subjects of a su-
perstitious religion and of 
an ambitious prince. They 
saw them as dandies lack-
ing morality and manli-
ness. After they became 
allies & with personal con-
tact, Americans began to 
see them differently (from 
The American Revolution: A 
World War).

53. Gar often swim to the wa-
ter’s surface to open and 
close their ____ mouths 
with loud SNAPS! This 
brings air into a gar’s swim 
bladder, which works like a 
lung and helps the gar sur-
vive in water that contains 
little oxygen.

57. “I want you to ____ on 
these points…” (Titus 3:8).

59. In contrast to the Big Ap-
ple’s frenetic pace, New 
Orleans since the 1960s has 
been called the Big ____ 
because of its laid back at-
mosphere.

60. “The kingdom of heaven 
is like a ____ thrown into 
the sea, which collects fish 
of every kind,” (Matthew 
13:47).

61. This State is the only one 
bordered completely on its 
east and west sides by rivers 
(abbr.).

DOWN
1. Parishes in Marshall, Jeff. 

City, and Fulton are named 
for this leader of the Apos-
tles.

2. At birth, baby bats can 
weigh almost 1/3 of their 
mother’s weight. In an 
emergency, mama bats fly 
their chunky babies to safe-
ty. To stay attached during 
flight, the pup clings to 
mom’s belly with its hind 
feet, and with its ____. 
Ouch!

3. The Catholic joke in St. 
Louis, which has a relative-
ly large Cath. pop., is that 
in no place in Am. is the 
Bishop of the place more 
appropriately called the 
____ bishop than St. Louis 
with its soaring riverfront 
monument.

4. Ball holder.
5. North Pole worker.
6. “Jesus went around…

curing every disease and 
____,” (Matthew 9:35).

7. In photography, letters 
for Exposure Index, film 
speeds for exposing film to 
light.

8. Alligator Snapping Turtles 

are easily Mo.’s largest 
reptile. Mo.’s largest ____ 
tipped the scales at 128 lbs. 
The biggest on record is a 
whopping 251 lbs.

9. ____ gun; taser.
10. ____ lights; aurora borea-

lis.
15. King topper.
16. Turkey Vultures, like all 

birds, don’t sweat. So, 
when temps get toasty, vul-
tures pee down their legs. 
(You read that right!) As 
the ____ evaporates, it car-
ries heat off the bird’s body, 
which helps the vulture 
keep cool.

21. Possible letters on an air-
port flight schedule.

23. Nickname for Dr. McCoy 
on Kirk’s ship.

24. B&O or Short Line on a 
Monopoly Board.

26. A Bombardier Beetle has a 
____ in its caboose. When 
threatened, this insect mix-
es up a cocktail of chemi-
cals inside its abdomen. 
This causes an explosive re-
action that sprays out of the 
beetle’s backside and burns 
any would-be attacker.

28. Japanese car co. that 
changed its name to Nissan 
in 1981.

30. “…the dove came back to 
(Noah), and there in its 
bill was a plucked-off ____ 
leaf! (Genesis 8:11)

31. Though just a year in the 
____ leagues, the young 
whiz-gang pitcher drew 
baseball scouts from all 
over.

33. “Jesus said to him in re-
ply, ‘You have said ____,’” 

(Matthew 26:64).
39. ____ the name of the Fa-

ther...
40. Chemical letters for the 

element iron (in Latin, 
ferrum). By mass, it is the 
most common element on 
earth.

41. Not PM.
43. The years of the Revolu-

tionary War (1776-1783) 
were the ____ time in 
U.S. history when large 
numbers of foreign troops 
fought on its soil. For ex., 
French allied soldiers, 
6,000; British-hired Ger-
man troops, 30,000 (from 
The American Revolution: A 
World War).

44. Attached word to sun or 
moon.

45. The ____ Maria; largest of 
the 3 ships of Columbus 
on his first voyage to the 
new world in 1492.

46. “Get out the ____!” Phrase 
often heard before elec-
tions.

47. ____Kosh B’gosh; chil-
dren’s clothier.

50. A car thief will sometimes 
shear off the car’s vehicle 
identification number 
(____) to make it harder to 
identify.

51. Fast flier.
52. Informal hello.
54. In the army, letters for op-

erational assessment.
55. Bone.
56. These two letters can be 

added to par or hear.
58. Yes in Monterrey.
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Catholic News Service
Pope Francis held a private 

audience with Nadia Murad, a 
Nobel Peace Prize laureate and 
survivor of the Islamic State-
led genocide in Iraq, Aug. 26 
at the Vatican. 

While the Vatican did not 
release any details about the 
visit, Murad tweeted Aug. 27, 
“We discussed the importance 
of support for #Yazidis & other 
minority communities in Iraq. 
In light of the heart-wrenching 
events in #Afghanistan, we ex-
changed ideas on championing 

Pope meets with genocide survivor
women & survivors of sexual 
violence. I thank @Pontifex for 
welcoming me to the Vatican 

once again,” she tweeted. 
She is the first Iraqi and Yazi-

di to be awarded a Nobel Prize.
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Have you already remembered your 

parish or school in your estate plans? 
Please let us know!

New programs and services 
will always be needed in your 

local parish or school.
You and your loved ones can 

be memorialized by endowing 
one of these important 

activities through your will to 
your local parish or school.
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Fundraisers &
Social Events

Sep. 3-4
Camdenton, St. Anthony Par-
ish Labor Day garage sale, Fri 
7 am-6 pm, Sat 8 am-5 pm

Sep. 5
Freeburg, Holy Family Parish 
picnic, 11:30 am-7 pm; Mary’s 
Home, Our Lady of Snows Par-
ish picnic, 11 am-7:30 pm; Vi-
enna, K of C breakfast, 7:30-11 
am

Sep. 12
Belle, St. Alexander Parish 
breakfast, 7-11 am; Columbia, 
The Great American Family 
Music Concert, with the Basi 
family, 2:30-3:30 pm, Our Lady 
of Lourdes Church; Folk, St. 
Anthony of Padua Parish fall 
festival, 11 am-6:30 pm; Mar-
shall, St. Peter Parish picnic, 
noon-4 pm

Sep. 18
Moberly, St. Pius X School 
Foundation golf tournament, 
8 am, Heritage Hills Golf 
Course; St. Clement, St. Clem-
ent Parish “Kentucky Derby” 
dinner & auction, 5:30-10 pm, 
K of C Hall

Sep. 19
Bonnots Mill, St. Louis of France 
Parish Fall Festival, 11 am-6 
pm; Centralia, Holy Spirit Par-
ish dinner fundraiser, 11 am-1 
pm, multipurpose building; 
Cuba, Holy Cross Parish Fall 
Festival, indoor/outdoor din-
ing or carryout fried chicken 
& whole hog sausage dinners, 
11 am-4 pm; Russellville, St. 
Michael Parish drive-thru Fall 
Festival dinner, 11 am-6 pm

Sep. 20
Columbia, Sacred Heart Par-
ish’s 20th Annual Paul Prost 
Memorial Golf Tournament, 
11:30 am-6 pm, Columbia 
Country Club, for info email 
ggerke@gerke.com or call 
573-864-6604

Sep. 26
Fulton, St. Peter Parish fall festi-
val, 11 am-6 pm; Montgomery 
City, Immaculate Conception 
Parish Harvest Picnic, 11 am-4 
pm

Oct. 2
Hannibal, Holy Family Par-
ish “Good Neighbor Autumn 
Auction,” 6-9 pm, K of C Hall; 
Sedalia, St. Vincent de Paul 
dinner auction, 4-10 pm, Sa-
cred Heart School gym

Oct. 3
Holts Summit, St. Andrew Par-
ish Fall Festival, 11 am-5 pm; 
Linn, St. George Parish Fall 
Festival, 11 am-6 pm; Martins-
burg, St. Joseph Parish Okto-
berfest and car show, 10 am-7 
pm; Vienna, K of C breakfast, 
7:30-11 am

Oct. 8-9
St. Robert, St. Robert Bellarm-
ine Parish Fall Sale, 9 am-5 pm 
each day

Oct. 9
Loose Creek, Immaculate 
Conception Parish 175th An-
niversary Celebration, 10:30 
am-11:30 pm

Oct. 10
Belle, St. Alexander Parish 
breakfast, 7-11 am

Meetings &
Conferences

Sep. 6, 13
VIRTUAL, Couple to Couple 
League natural family plan-
ning introductory session, 8-9 
pm, to RSVP email MidMoN-
FP@gmail.com

Sep. 7
VIRTUAL, Catholic Charities 
of Central and Northern Mis-
souri Nutrition Education Class, 
5-6 pm, for info or to register, 
email eperry@cccnmo.org

Sep. 8
VIRTUAL, Catholic Charities of 
Central and Northern Missouri 
refugee resettlement program 
orientation, 5:30-6:30 pm, for 
info or to register, contact Di-
ana Twombly at 573-442-7568 
or dtwombly@cccnmo.org

Sep. 8, 15, 22, 29
Jefferson City, “A Matter of 
Balance,” free class for aging 
adults on fall prevention, 10 
am-noon, MU Extension Of-
fice, for info contact Cristal 
Backer at 573-635-7719 or visit 
cccnmo.diojeffcity.org

Sep. 12
Jefferson City, Historic City 
of Jefferson tour of historic 
places of worship, 1-4:30 pm, 
for info or tickets visit historic 
cityofjefferson.org

Sep. 18
VIRTUAL, Couple to Couple 
League natural family plan-
ning introductory session, 8-9 
am, to RSVP email MidMo 
NFP@gmail.com

Sep. 25
Jefferson City, Garden Herbs 
Workshop, sponsored by 
Catholic Charities of Central 
and Northern Missouri, 1:30-
2:30 pm, the Ramsey Garden 
at Quinn Chapel AME, to reg-
ister email Erin Perry at eper 
ry@cccnmo.org

Liturgical
Sep. 12

Starkenburg, Fall Pilgrimage, 
10 am-3 pm, Shrine of Our 
Lady of Sorrows, for info email 
risensav@ktis.net

Sep. 14
Starkenburg, Second Tues-
day Mass, 11:20 am-12:50 pm, 
Shrine of Our Lady of Sorrows

Sep. 18
Holts Summit, National Day 
of Remembrance for Abort-
ed Children, memorial ser-
vice, 10-11:30 am, St. Andrew 
Church, for info email kathy 
thebo@hotmail.com

Retreats &
Spiritual Renewal

Sep. 13
Perryville, Cursillo pilgrim-
age to the National Shrine of 
Our Lady of the Miraculous 
Medal, 8:30 am, for info email 
s.stolwyk@gmail.com

Sep. 25
Laurie, “Mary, Model for all 
Women” and “Mary and the 
Sense of the Sacred at the 
Holy Mass,” pilgrimage with 
Fr. William Korte, 8:30 am-5:30 
pm, National Shrine of Mary, 
Mother of the Church, for info 
visit thenationalshrineofmary 
motherofthechurch.com

Sep. 30-Oct. 3
Moberly, Men’s Cursillo Week-
end #69, St. Pius X Parish, to reg-
ister visit diojeffcity.org/cursillo

Oct. 3
Laurie, Missouri State K of C Pil-
grimage, featuring Stations of 
the Cross, Rosary, Mass, lunch, 
and Benediction, 10 am-3 pm, 
to RSVP call 573-372-6418 or  
email RNS7691@gmail.com

Health &
Wellness

Sep. 12
Jefferson City, COVID-19 vac-
cination clinic, 8:30 am-noon, 
Immaculate Conception’s 
McCarty Plaza

Need more info about an event or want to see more events?
Visit the diocesan EVENT CALENDAR at diojeffcity.org/events.

Want your event listed?
Fill out the ONLINE FORM at diojeffcity.org/event-listing.

OSPINO
From page 9

Catholic Bishops to spark further interest in the 
Eucharist will likely yield the desired fruits. The 
key is that the bishops and all Catholics remain 
focused on the larger picture, historically and 
pastorally.

Whether declaring a eucharistic jubilee time, 
inviting into further eucharistic renewal, pro-
moting more catechesis about the Eucharist, or 
producing documents that invite further reflec-
tion, the Catholic bishops are weighing into an 
already ongoing conversation. As indicated ear-
lier, conversations about the Eucharist during 
the past two decades have been abundant.

The above entry points into ongoing reflec-
tions about the Eucharist call for prayerful dis-
cernment. Discernment requires humility. It 
takes time and dialogue to understand the nu-
ances and realities that accompany each of these 
points.

The Holy Spirit seems to be telling us some-
thing about the Eucharist in our days. The entire 
Catholic community, in communion with our 
bishops, must listen. Listening is at the heart of 
the synodal approach to which Pope Francis has 
invited our Church. We must create spaces to 

listen together to the word of God and listen to 
one another in mutual consultation.

Recent conversations about the Eucharist are 
encouraging: bishops debating openly about the 
nature of a document on the topic; articles re-
acting and overreacting in anticipation to what 
the bishops may say or not; groups advocating 
for eucharistic renewal.

Our bishops promised to listen and to hold 
consultations. One group I have not seen for-
mally engaged in such consultations about the 
Eucharist yet is theologians as members of pro-
fessional bodies. There are several Catholic theo-
logical guilds in the U.S. We need their scholar-
ship.

Theologians should have much to say pub-
licly about the Eucharist. Invite them, engage 
them and consult with them. Theologians are 
perhaps the best-prepared body of Catholics 
with the training and skills to analyze the com-
plexity of the questions about the Eucharist that 
shape our Catholic imagination today.

Ospino is professor of theology and religious 
education at Boston College.

MARROCCO
From page 9

shame of human evil unleashed against its Maker and itself.
On her Nativity feast she helped Jacques rejoice, he says; on Our 

Lady of Sorrows she brought his anguish to the cross; her willing-
ness to travel through it all with Christ taught him to do the same.

We each must face our own guilt and shame, healthy or toxic. 
In the body of Christ, we face the collective shame of our Church, 
society and humanity. How can we possibly bear it unto peace and 
glory?

We can benefit from others who accepted their particular work, 
not perfectly but as best they could, who overcame the harsh sham-
ing voices, within and without, learning to hear the quiet truth 
beyond the aggressive clamor, who did not cling to their own ways, 
but accepted the burning love of God and His mother.

Marrocco can be reached at marrocco7@sympatico.ca
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Anniversaries Deaths
Argyle, St. Aloysius

Donnie & Shanda Schwartze, 48 years
Charles & Carol Fisher, 45 years

Brinktown, Holy Guardian Angels
Tom & Dianne Veasman, 23 years

California, Annunciation
Deacon Edwin & Donna Schepers, 30 years

Centralia, Holy Spirit
Lannie & Mary Patton, 60 years

Columbia, Our Lady of Lourdes
Michael & Leota Maag, 40 years

Jefferson City Cathedral of St. Joseph
Herman Jr. & Marilyn Kempker, 63 years
Joe & Arlene Taylor, 38 years

Jefferson City, St. Peter
Deacon Thomas & Cecilia Whalen, 60 years
Steve & Sam Smith, 39 years
Mark & Diane Struemph, 33 years

Kahoka, St. Michael
Paul & Delores Tramel, 65 years
Alan & Judy Ludwick, 44 years
Mike & Kari Bevans, 27 years

Kirksville, Mary Immaculate
William & Carolyn Hannam, 58 years
Bill & Mary Kay Crnic, 57 years
Randy & Donna Fortenberry, 48 years
Terrill & Terese Roberts, 43 years
Larry & Jeanie Ewing, 42 years
Jimmy & Debbie Groseclose, 41 years
Roger & Shawnee Kellison, 40 years
Doug & Gay Nichting, 35 years
Mike & Marsha Jones, 28 years
Robert & Lori Ann Rupp, 27 years

Koeltztown, St. Boniface
Jerry & Elaine Falter, 38 years
Brandon & Casandra Willis, 17 years

Lake Ozark, Our Lady of the Lake 
Charlie & Betty Cassmeyer, 65 years

Mary’s Home, Our Lady of Snows
Jason & Abigail Lage, 10 years
Wallace & Jessica Wise, 10 years

Martinsburg, St. Joseph
Greg & Donna Fennewald, 61 years
Andy & Maureen Ehret, 28 years
Vince & Michelle Ebers, 23 years
Kyle & Krista Norris, 19 years
Jeff & Gina Sachs, 14 years

Milan, St. Mary
Martin & Bertha Carapia, 24 years

Mokane, St. Jude Thaddeus
Jeff & Terry Warrington, 50 years

Moberly, St. Pius X
AB & Virginia Kelly, 71 years

Palmyra, St. Joseph
Jon & Jane Wellman, 52 years
Alfred & Gloria Jones, 51 years
James & Harla Friesz, 46 years
David & Elizabeth Bradley, 42 years
Tim & Ruth Ann Wright, 34 years
Daryl & Mary Kaye Caldwell, 33 years
Phillip & Rose Mudd, 20 years
Matthew & Brenda Swisher, 15 years

Richland, St. Jude
Jim & Joy Carney, 50 years

Rolla, St. Patrick
Ted & Linda Roth, 50 years

Russellville, St. Michael
Doug & Vicky Scott, 41 years
John & Rita Thompson, 41 years
Harold & Lisa Coots, 36 years
Jim & Eve Campbell, 35 years
Jim & Barbara Campbell, 34 years
Brett & Rhonda Roberts, 34 years
Dave & Debbie Keller, 29 years
Bruce & Gina Kuda, 28 years
Kenny & Debbie Hartman, 25 years
Scott & Cassie Williams, 22 years
Collin & Susan Steenbergen, 18 years
Don & Paula Harmon, 14 years

St. Clement, St. Clement
Gilbert & Marilyn Schuckenbrock, 69 years
Sam & Judi Correnti, 40 years

St. Patrick, Shrine of St. Patrick
Leo & Catherine Nichols, 68 years

Taos, St Francis Xavier
Bill & Diane Buschman, 50 years

Warsaw, St. Ann
Stuart & Colleen Smith, 55 years

Elections
Cuba, Bourbon & Steelville — 

Carmella Baker, Michael Bopp, 
Jerry Dubbelde, Alice Engelbrecht, 
RuthAnn Kuethe, Diane McCameron, 
John Paton, Nicholas Werner, Ruth 
Woodson, to the parish pastoral 
council of Crawford County

Monroe City, Holy Rosary — Tiffany 
Greiman, Toni Hunter, Marie Little, 
John Long, to the Parish Pastoral 
Council

Marriages
Holts Summit, St. Andrew — Callie 

Rackers & Chase Bexton

Birthdays
Frankenstein, Our Lady Help of 

Christians — Wilfred “Ferdie” Kremer, 
his 95th on Sept. 2

Linn, St. George — Leonard Voss, his 
90th on Sept. 16

Loose Creek, Immaculate Conception 
— Hildegarde Haslag, her 104th

Deacon Martin G. Towey Ph.D., 87 — 
of the St. Louis archdiocese, who 
had assisted at St. Anthony Parish 
in Camdenton & in the diocesan 
Diaconate Formation Office — on 
April 5 in St. Louis. 

Argyle, St. Aloysius — Elaine Heimericks

Boonville, Ss. Peter & Paul — Edward 
Fahrendorf, Matthew Horst

Brinktown, Holy Guardian Angels — 
Sharon K. Kleffner

Columbia, Our Lady of Lourdes — 
Wyatt Sanders

Folk, St. Anthony of Padua — Dennis R. 
Cooley, Terry E. Cooley

Hannibal, Holy Family — Don Kesner, 
Florence Lampton, Marty Wasson

Hermann, St. George — Gabe Gann

Holts Summit, St. Andrew — George E. 
Farris

Jefferson City, Immaculate 
Conception — Ronald J. Wolken

Jefferson City, St. Peter — Mary Ann 
Gilbert

Lake Ozark, Our Lady of the Lake — 
Rose Bouzek

Laurie, St. Patrick — Jutta Margarete 
Hildegard Brunk, James A. Saab

Linn, St. George — Florence T. 
Dudenhoeffer, Bernadine Mantle-
Mangels

Marshall, St. Peter — Kanselina 
Salmatau Samo

Mary’s Home, Our Lady of Snows — 
Sharon K. Rains

Moberly, St. Pius X — Richard Diesko, 
Marvin Vogler

Rhineland, Church of the Risen 
Savior — Sidney Eldringhoff, Audrey 
Pottebaum

Rolla, St. Patrick — Lora Killian

Russellville, St. Michael — Patricia “Pat” 
L. Vache

St. James, Immaculate Conception — 
Jessie Mae Luebbert

St. Martins, St. Martin — Sheryl L. Eveler, 
Sheryl Lehman

Salisbury, St. Joseph — Andy Boss, 
Roslyn Bange

Taos, St. Francis Xavier — William H. 
Hake

Vienna, Visitation — David A. 
Schwartze

Westphalia, St. Joseph — Deanna L. 
Huber, David R. VanderFeltz

Baptisms
Hermann, St. George — Mary Hannah 

Conway, daughter of Lance & Mary 
Conway; Nora Ruth LeRoy, daughter 
of Derek & Emily LeRoy

Jefferson City, Immaculate Conception 
— McKinley Mary Bodine, daughter 
of Alexander & Elizabeth Bodine; 
Oliver Laymon Collins, son of Michael 
& Rene Collins; Hadley Katherine 
Keleher, daughter of Weston & 
Leighton Keleher

Jefferson City, St. Peter — Hudson Leon 
Haley; Lydia Ann Mae Haley

Marshall, St. Peter — Cesar Orellana 
Jr., Cael Orozco

Moberly, St. Pius X — Nora Jo Durbin, 
daughter of Jeffery & Whitney 
Durbin

Palmyra, St. Joseph — Braxton Andrew 
Allen, son of Zane & Alexis Allen

St. Thomas, St. Thomas the Apostle — 
Evelyn Jo Luebbering, daughter of 
Anthony & Courtney Luebbering

Westphalia, St. Joseph — Owen 
Alexander Kempker, son of Calli 
& Landre Kempker; Asher Joseph 
Plassmeyer, son of Tyler & Brittney 
Plassmeyer

Wien, St. Mary of the Angels — Isaac 
John Meissen, son of Aaron & Emily 
Meissen
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God our Father, we give you thanks for the gift of  marriage:
the bond of  life and love, and the font of  the family.

The love of  husband and wife enriches your Church with children,
fills the world with a multitude of  spiritual fruitfulness and service,
and is the sign of  the love of  your Son, Jesus Christ, for his Church.

The grace of Jesus flowed forth at Cana at the request of  the Blessed Mother.
May your Son, through the intercession of  Mary, pour out upon

us a new measure of  the Gifts of  the Holy Spirit as we join with all people of  good will
to promote and protect the unique beauty of marriage.

May your Holy Spirit enlighten our society to treasure the heroic love of  husband and wife, 
and guide our leaders to sustain and protect

the singular place of  mothers and fathers in the lives of  their children.

Father, we ask that our prayers be joined to those of  the Virgin Mary,
that your Word may transform our service so as to safeguard

the incomparable splendor of  marriage.
We ask all these things through Christ our Lord, Amen.
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“And forever in peace may you wave”

Kindergartners at St. Francis Xavier School in Taos learn about the U.S. flag and the Pledge of Alle-
giance on Aug. 25.  — Photo from the St. Francis Xavier Catholic School-Taos Facebook page

A most unusual birthday

Students of Immaculate Conception School in Loose Creek wished 
parishioner Hildegarde Haslag a happy 104th birthday with signs/
banners, a sung school blessing and “Happy Birthday.” Father An-
thony Rinaldo, pastor of I.C. Parish and of St. Louis of France Parish 
in Bonnots Mill, prayed a blessing over her.

— Photos by Danielle Plassmeyer

Appreciating art at the County Fair

Four of the six students of St. 
Andrew School in Tipton whose 
artwork garnered recognition in 
the Moniteau County Fair Youth 
Art Show in August display their 
creations. Winners included: 
Alora Proctor, grade 2, second 
place ribbon; Breanna Long, 
grade 5, fifth place ribbon; Betty 
Dunlap, grade 5, best of class in 
the Best of Farm category; Bry-
cen Stoecklein, grade 2, fourth 
place ribbon; Sebastian Romo, 
kindergarten, fifth place; Alice 
Bestgen, grade 5, second place. 

— Photos from the St. Andrew Church 
and School Facebook page

‘For the 
sake of His 
sorrowful 
passion’
Sixth- through eighth-graders at 
St. Joseph Cathedral School  in 
Jefferson City pray the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet in the hallway 
on Aug. 26. 
— Photo from the St. Joseph Cathedral 

School Facebook page

Dear St. Joseph, Help us to love and care, 

to be gentle and fair. Help us to work and 

play together, help us to live and grow 

together, to be always glad to help each 

other, happy in your loving care.

Amen. 

A child’s prayer A child’s prayer 
to St. Josephto St. Joseph
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Bible Accent Saint 
SpotlightWhy was foot washing com-

mon in biblical times?
According to JewishEn 

cyclopedia.com, the Israel-
ites wore sandals, so their feet 
would become dirty and need 
frequent cleaning. It was cus-
tomary to wash feet before 
meals or going to bed.

According to the encyclo-
pedia, foot washing also was 
a sign of hospitality toward 
guests: “Among the Israelites 
it was the first duty of the host 
to give his guest water for the 
washing of his feet; to omit this 
was a sign of marked unfriend-

St. Vincent Strambi was 
born in Italy in 1745. He be-
came a priest, joined the Pas-
sionists in 1768 and became 
bishop of Macerata, Italy, in 
1801. He reformed his dio-
cese and fostered a renewal of 
worship. He also took care of 
his priests by building a semi-
nary that hired gifted teach-
ers. He was forced into exile 
in 1808 after refusing to swear 
allegiance to Napoleon. When 
Napoleon abdicated in 1814, Vincent returned to Macerata, 
where he continued his reforms. He also helped people dur-
ing a famine and a typhoid epidemic. He died in 1824, and 
we remember him on Sept. 25.

Jesus forgives a sinful woman
By Jennifer Ficcaglia
Catholic News Service

One day, a Pharisee invited 
Jesus to dine with Him. Jesus 
went to the man’s home and 
reclined at the table.

A sinful woman who lived 
in the city learned where Jesus 
would be dining.

She went to the Pharisee’s 
house with an alabaster flask 
of ointment. She stood behind 
Jesus and wept at His feet, and 
she began to bathe His feet 
with her tears.

The woman then wiped Je-
sus’ feet with her hair, kissed 
them and anointed them with 
the ointment in the alabaster 
flask.

The Pharisee who had in-
vited Jesus to dine with him 
watched what the sinful wom-
an was doing.

“If this man were a prophet, 
He would know who and what 
sort of woman this is who is 
touching Him, that she is a 
sinner,” the Pharisee said to 
himself.

Jesus knew what the Phari-
see was thinking.

“Simon, I have something 
to say to you,” Jesus said to the 
Pharisee.

“Tell me, Teacher,” he re-

plied.
“Two people were in debt 

to a certain creditor; one owed 
500 days’ wages, and the other 
owed 50,” Jesus said. “Since 
they were unable to repay the 
debt, he forgave it for both. 
Which of them will love him 
more?”

The Pharisee thought for a 
moment. “The one, I suppose, 
whose larger debt was forgiv-
en,” he said.

Jesus turned to the woman.
“Do you see this woman?” 

He asked the Pharisee. “When 
I entered your house, you did 
not give Me water for My feet, 
but she has bathed them with 
her tears and wiped them with 
her hair. You did not give Me 
a kiss, but she has not ceased 
kissing My feet since the time 
I entered.

“You did not anoint My 
head with oil, but she anoint-
ed My feet with ointment. So 
I tell you, her many sins have 
been forgiven; hence, she has 
shown great love. But the one 
to whom little is forgiven, loves 
little.”

Jesus spoke to the woman.
“Your sins are forgiven,” He 

told her.
The others at the table said 

to themselves, “Who is this 
Who even forgives sins?”

Jesus again addressed the 
woman. “Your faith has saved 
you; go in peace,” He said.

Read more about it...
Luke 7

1. Who invited Jesus to dine 
at his house?

2. What did the sinful 
woman do when she saw Jesus?

liness.”
There are many places in the 

Bible that describe foot wash-
ing.

In Genesis 18, we read that 
God and two angels appeared 
to Abraham at the oak of 
Mamre. When Abraham saw 
them approaching, he ran to 
greet them and offered them 
a meal and water in which to 
bathe their feet.

In Judges 19, an old man 
in Gibeah saw a traveler in the 
town square. He invited the 
traveler home with him, and 
the two men washed their feet 

Using the hints 
provided, put a T next 

to the sentences about hospi-
tality that are true and an F next to 

the ones that are false.

___ 1. Those showing hospitality should not 
complain. (1 Peter 4:9)

___ 2. Show hospitality only to those who can re-
pay you in kind. (Luke 14:12-14)

___ 3. Paul and Silas’ jailer showed them hospi-
tality. (Acts 16:33-34)

___ 4. Don’t neglect hospitality, for through 
it some have unknowingly entertained 

angels. (Hebrews 13:2)

Puzzle

Answers: 1. T; 2. F; 3. T; 4. T.

before eating and drinking.
And in John 13, Jesus 

washed the apostles’ feet dur-
ing the Last Supper, giving 
them — and us — an example 
to follow of being humble and 
serving others.

How have you 
demonstrated 

your 
thankfulness 

for being 
forgiven?

Essay

The Butcher Shop L.L.C.

Inspected, Custom Butchering and Processing
Smoking & Curing

We Sell Fresh & Frozen Meats,
Whole, Half, or Quarter Beef,

Whole or Half Pork

Located between Freeburg and Vienna on Highway 63

Jim & Debbie Dudenhoeffer
Owners

(573) 744-5888 (573) 893-4998

Overhead Garage Doors 
& Openers — Installation

NSTALLERS

APITAL

INC.

3012 S. Ten Mile Dr.    Jefferson City

Insurance · Bonds 
Employee Benefits · Financial Services 

Offices located in Jefferson City and Columbia 
800-769-3472 

www.winter-dent.com 



26 MEDIA The Catholic Missourian September 3, 2021

On air
Mustard Seed

Sunday Scripture readings
and reflections

Sundays, 10:06 am, KWIX-
AM 1230, Moberly

Sundays, 8 am, KRLL-AM 
1420, California

EWTN and other 
Catholic programming

Covenant Radio Network 
broadcasts

KHJR 88.1 FM, Jefferson City
KBKC 90.1 FM, Moberly
KEFL 91.5 FM, Kirksville

94.7 FM, Columbia
103.3 FM, Fulton

K216GM 91.1 FM, Canton

General 
Patronage

A-I
PAW Patrol: The Movie (G)

Limited Adult 
Audience

L
Joe Bell (R)

Movie Ratings

Ratings are supplied by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops Film and 
Broadcasting Office. Visit www.usccb.org for current reviews.

Morally
Offensive

O
Candyman (R)
The Protege (R)
The Suicide Squad (R)

Adults

A-III

CODA (PG-13)
Escape Room: Tournament of Champions (PG-13)
Free Guy (PG-13)
The Green Knight (R)
Jungle Cruise (PG-13)
The Night House (R)
Old (PG-13)
Reminiscence (PG-13)
Respect (PG-13)
Snake Eyes: G.I. Joe Origins (PG-13)
Stillwater (R)

When a Loved One Dies by 
Suicide: Comfort, Hope and 
Healing for Grieving Catholics, 
compiled and edited by Ed Shoe-
ner and John P. Dolan. Ave Ma-
ria Press (Notre Dame, Indiana, 
2020). 128 pp., $11.95.

Responding to Suicide: A Pas-
toral Handbook for Catholic 
Leaders. Ave Maria Press (Notre 
Dame, Indiana, 2020). 224 pp., 
$18.95.

Reviewed by Loretta Pehanich 
Catholic News Service

Many Catholics struggle to 
speak about death by suicide be-
cause it carries complicated grief, 
historic stigma, misunderstand-
ings, and even feelings of shame.

Ed Shoener, a deacon in the 
Diocese of Scranton, Pennsylva-
nia, and Auxiliary Bishop John 
P. Dolan of San Diego, editors of 
When a Loved One Dies by Sui-
cide, tell readers it’s time to dis-
cuss what has become the 10th 
leading cause of U.S. deaths, 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC).

This book is true to its sub-
title: It offers comfort, hope and 
healing for grieving Catholics. 

The second work, Responding 
to Suicide: A Pastoral Handbook 

for Catholic Leaders, should be 
in every parish library and book 
rack.

Shoener’s daughter died by 
suicide in 2016. Both books in-
clude her obituary, which cries 
for change: “People who have 
cancer are not cancer. Katie was 
not bipolar — she had an ill-
ness called bipolar disorder. Ka-
tie herself was a beautiful child 
of God. The way we talk about 
people and their illnesses affect 
the people themselves and how 
we treat the illness. In the case of 
mental illness, there is so much 
fear, ignorance and hurtful at-
titudes that people who suffer 
from mental illness needlessly 
suffer further.” 

Shoener’s loss drove him to 
help found the Association of 
Catholic Mental Health Minis-
ters and two other ministries.

Mental illness is tied to fully 
90% of suicides. Both books 
contain seven powerful, emo-
tional and painful accounts, in-
cluding Bishop Dolan’s personal 
grief at losing two siblings to 
suicide. 

The heart-rending stories re-
veal tragedies and pain, but also 
faith.

Both books contain pages 
of resources and sadly many of 
us will need them. Suicide rates 

are not declining. According to 
statistics from the World Health 
Organization and the CDC, sui-
cide is the leading cause of death 
in the world for people ages 15-
24.

Each book is nuanced for 
its audience. The first includes 
compelling prayers of encoun-
ters with God. The latter in-
cludes tips for mental health 
ministry, psychological lessons 
and assurances of redemption.

The “key points” section 
of each chapter offers a way to 
skim before engaging the book 
thoroughly. Chapter subtitles 
ease reading, too: “Changed 
Forever”; “Clinging to Christ, 
Broken for Us”; “The Rippling 
Effects”; “Mental Illness Affects 
the Whole Family”; “Turning 
Away Help, Compounding My 
Pain”; and “We Grieve Differ-
ently — Together.”

Scholarly chapters address 
poignant questions: What leads 
a person to suicide? What does 
the Catholic Church teach and 
what it did it used to teach?

San Francisco Archbishop 
Salvatore J. Cordileone’s dense 
chapter on history would have 
been better without quoting 
“Summa Theologica” and Church 
speak, such as synod and reform-
ist theology. This chapter left me 
embarrassed by past Church 
views regarding chastity and sui-
cide. Archbishop Cordileone in-
cludes stark material before the 
revision of canon law in 1983.

Quotes from the current Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church 
mitigate the pain of previ-
ous Church instructions: “We 

should not despair of the eternal 
salvation of persons who have 
taken their own lives.”

“We violate the very image 
of Christ when we dare to make 
judgments that belong only to 
the merciful heart of the Father,” 
writes Cardinal Wilton D. Greg-
ory of Washington. The Church 
has a key role in “comforting 
people in the name of Christ   
not shaming them with cruel 
comments that only intensify 
their grief.”

While the books can be re-
petitive and occasionally contra-
dictory due to articles by close to 
20 different writers, some truths 
bear repeating. For example, we 
as a Church have historically re-
sponded to suicide in ways that 
stifle healthy expressions of grief, 
impose judgments and inflict 
“crippling spiritual wounds and 
psychological damage that never 
heals.” 

The Church needs to do 
better, and Catholics — while 
examining preconceptions and 
their own attitudes — ought to 
offer comfort, prayer and assis-
tance to affected families.

How? Ask people how they 
are doing (because many won’t 
seek help), visit homes and not 

Books can help Catholics start 
much-needed conversations on suicide

just immediately after death, 
and prevent isolation. 

Shoener writes, “Although it 
may be frightening to enter into 
this deep grief, it is where Christ 
wants to be.”

Bishop Dolan’s closing reflec-
tion offers hope. While people 
may struggle to believe in God, 
God never stops believing in 
them. 

“Putting the Lord first, we 
trust that our loved ones are 
greeted in the loving arms of Je-
sus,” Bishop Dolan writes. 

Before I read the first few 
pages, I had already received 
four requests for these books 
from friends recently affected by 
suicide. 

We all need these books, es-
pecially in my home state of 
California, where suicide is legal 
and safeguards for people near-
ing death are being removed.

Small groups looking for 
books to discuss will find these 
perfect for this. Expect rich con-
versations as you ponder your 
own contexts and attitudes sur-
rounding death by suicide.

Pehanich is a Catholic freelance 
writer, blogger, spiritual director 
and former assistant editor for the 
Diocese of San Jose, California.

HEATING  PLUMBING  AIR CONDITIONING

BUTZER
“Dependable service since 1926”

573-636-4115
24 Hour Service

721 Wicker Lane, Jefferson City, MO 65109
www.hgbutzer.com

Featuring the largest selection 
of tuxedos in Central Mo. 

with over 300 exciting 
vest, cummerbund & tie 

combinations.

Groom’s tuxedo free with 
six paid rentals.

www.samuelstuxedos.com
236 East High Street, Downtown Jefferson City

Rentals 
starting 
at $8995

complete
573-634-7267
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Daily Readings
Sunday, Sep 5
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY 

IN ORDINARY TIME
Is. 35:4-7a
Ps. 146:6-10
Jas. 2:1-5
Mk. 7:31-37

Monday, Sep 6
Col. 1:24–2:3
Ps. 62:6-7, 9
Lk. 6:6-11

Tuesday, Sep 7
Col. 2:6-15
Ps. 145:1b-2, 8-11
Lk. 6:12-19

Wednesday, Sep 8
The Nativity of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary
Mi. 5:1-4a or Rom. 8:28-30
Ps. 13:6ab, 6c
Mt. 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23

Thursday, Sep 9
St. Peter Claver, priest (USA)
Col. 3:12-17
Ps. 150:1b-2-6
Lk. 6:27-38

Friday, Sep 10
1 Tm. 1:1-2, 12-14
Ps. 16:1b-2a, 5, 7-8, 11
Lk. 6:39-42

Saturday, Sep 11
1 Tm. 1:15-17
Ps. 113:1b-7
Lk. 6:43-49

Sunday, Sep 12
TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY 

IN ORDINARY TIME
Is. 50:4c-9a
Ps 116:1-6, 8-9
Jas. 2:14-18
Mk. 8:27-35

Monday, Sep 13
St. John Chrysostom, bishop and 

doctor of the Church
1 Tm. 2:1-8
Ps. 28:2, 7-9
Lk. 7:1-10

Tuesday, Sep 14
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Nm. 21:4b-9
Ps. 78:1bc-2, 34-38
Phil. 2:6-11
Jn. 3:13-17

Wednesday, Sep 15
Our Lady of Sorrows
1 Tm. 3:14-16
Ps. 111:1-6
Jn. 19:25-27 or Lk. 2:33-35

Thursday, Sep 16
Ss. Cornelius, pope, and Cyprian, 

bishop, martyrs
1 Tm. 4:12-16
Ps. 111:7-10
Lk. 7:36-50

Friday, Sep 17
St. Robert Bellarmine, bishop and 

doctor of the Church
1 Tm. 6:2c-12
Ps. 49:6-10, 17-20
Lk. 8:1-3

Saturday, Sep 18
1 Tm. 6:13-16
Ps. 100:1b-5
Lk 8:4-15

Sponsored by

The Holy Father’s prayer 
intentions for September:

We pray that we all will make 
courageous choices for a simple 
and environmentally sustainable 
lifestyle, rejoicing in our young 

people who are resolutely 
committed to this.

FIRST DAY
From page 17

build a foundation upon which to make good 
choices throughout their lives.

“We’re helping to get kids to heaven,” he said.

Family ties
Jesse Bolte went to St. George School as a 

student, sends her own children there now and 
serves as the school secretary.

She knows God is there 
with her children and with 
her — on tough days and all 
the others. 

“I get to teach my kiddos 
at home and take them to 
church on weekends,” she 
said. “Those same lessons 
are instilled in them here 
through their subjects, their 
classmates and their teach-
ers. That’s the cool thing 
about a Catholic school.”

Mrs. Bolte’s son Jordan has the same third-
grade teacher she had. 

“My nieces and nephews go here as well,” she 
said. “But not only are we members of the same 
family, we’re part of the bigger family that is the 
St. George community, and that’s a really great 
thing to be a part of.”

She hopes that when her children move on, 
they’ll continue to be “good Christians — good, 
well rounded, all-around kind, God-fearing kids.” 

“They really knew”
Previous principal Julie Clingman asked Mr. 

Eggering if he could serve as crossing guard dur-
ing morning drop-off. 

“She said, ‘Tom, can you help get ’em going, 
get ’em across and get ’em in?’” he recalled. 

“I said, ‘Sure! Why not?’ And if I can bring 
a smile to their face so they’re not crying when 
they get inside, that’s a bonus,” he said. 

He believes young people truly benefit from 
a Catholic education, as does the community at 

large. 
“I once had a teacher who said you could al-

ways pick out the kids who went to Catholic 
school,” he said. “They were open, well educat-
ed, and really knew how to learn.” 

Many gifts
Not only did Mary (Mundwiller) Steiner go 

to St. George, so did all of 
her siblings and all of her 
children. 

Now that her grandchil-
dren are there, she teaches 
third-grade religion and 
helps with the after school 
program.

She previously worked 
for 30 years in as an elder-
care nurse before coming 
back to St. George. 

“I felt like God was asking me to do some-
thing different — maybe lift lighter people!” she 
said.

Her goal is to teach like the Franciscan Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration who were her instructors 
at St. George School — especially her first-grade 
teacher, Sister Monica.

“I think everybody felt special when Sister 
Monica was teaching them,” said Mrs. Steiner. 
“She was always so patient and so joyful.”

Every day, Mrs. Steiner prays for each child 
to know that he or she is important to God and 
that He wants them to be His disciples. 

“Sometimes, I think, it’s too easy to look for 
happiness in things or activities that can only 
make us happy in the moment,” she said. “But 
when we’re good disciples, we find true joy that 
lasts and lasts.” 

She noted that each child has different gifts 
from God and that a good teacher figures out 
how to draw the best out of them. 

“Everybody has to use their gifts differently,” 
she said. “And the gifts complement each other.”

More photos from 
this event have been 

posted in The Catholic 
Missourian’s online 
edition, cathmo.

com. Select “Photo 
Galleries” from the 

“Multimedia” tab on 
the menu bar.

Don't just live life...
make it LEGENDARY!

HOME LOANS  •  COMMERCIAL LOANS  •  AG LOANS  •  AUTO LOANS  •  HELOC

Your town, your bank.

HILKE’S
ICE

Supplying ice for parish picnics, weddings
and any occasion you might have.

573-744-5500

Call us today!

Freeburg, Mo.
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MORE MORE 
EVENTS EVENTS 

ON ON 
PAGE 5PAGE 5

The annual Fall Pilgrimage 
to the historical Shrine of Our 
Lady of Sorrows will be held on 
Sunday, Sept. 12. 

It will include Exposition of 

the Most Blessed Sacrament 
beginning at 10 a.m.

Pilgrims will carry a statue 
of “Seven Delores,” an image 
that has been at the Shrine since 
1895, in a Rosary procession 
through the Shrine grounds, 
stopping at each of the outdoor 

Stations of the Cross.
A traditional German meal 

will be available for $11 from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in nearby Valen-
tine Hall, which is handicapped 
accessible and air-conditioned. 

The Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation will be available from 
12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

Benediction and the bless-
ing of religious articles will 
take place at 1 p.m.

Mass will be offered at the 
outdoor altar at 2 p.m.

The Fall Pilgrimage, roughly 
coinciding with the Sept. 15 
feast day of Our Lady of Sor-
rows, has been an annual ob-
servance in Starkenburg since 
1891. 

Before the completion of 
nearby highways, pilgrims 
would travel by train to the old 
M-K-T depot in Rhineland, 
then process three miles to 
Starkenburg over dusty roads, 
frequently by torchlight. 

Through the decades, mem-
bers of the parish developed a 
reputation for legendary hos-
pitality, as throngs of pilgrims 
were fed and given lodging in 
the small community. 

The shrine is located 10 
miles northwest of Hermann, 

at 197 Hwy P, Rhineland, MO 
65069. 

The shrine and Valentine 
Hall are handicap accessible. 

For more information or 
directions, call Brenda Van 
Booven at 573-236-4390, or 
visit historicshrine.com. 

Fall Pilgrimage to Shrine of Our Lady of Sorrows in Starkenburg
DATE: September 12
TIME: 10 am

St. Louis 
of France

REAL mashed potatoes - gravy - kraut
green beans - slaw - homemade desserts

DRIVE THRU OR CARRY OUT - $14

Silent Auction
(starts Sept. 12 at 5 pm on Facebook)

Country Store - Music - Refreshments - Kids Area

Fall

Sunday
September 19
11am-6pm

Bonnots Mill
Festival

German Pot Roast & Bone-in Ham
St. Peter Parish

700 St Rd Z, Fulton

Fried Chicken & Baked Ham Dinners

SUNDAY | SEPT 26
DINNER SERVED 11AM-6PM

FALL FESTIVAL

potatoes & gravy, green beans, corn, slaw, applesauce, rolls, drinks & dessert
Adults: $13 | Ages 6-12: $5 | Age 5 & under: Free

COUNTRY STORE • GAMES• KIDS’ PRIZES • INFLATABLES
Arm bands available for inflatables

Plus fantastic PRIZES!

St. Peter Parish Picnic — Marshall

Celebrating 150 years

Sunday, September 12Sunday, September 12
noon-4pm

PLUSPLUS

Prize Drawings, General Store & Carnival GamesPrize Drawings, General Store & Carnival Games

Fried chicken, pulled pork, curly fries, pupusas, tamales, Fried chicken, pulled pork, curly fries, pupusas, tamales, 

horchata, baked beans, desserts & teahorchata, baked beans, desserts & tea

Adults $12 / Kids (10-15) $10, (6-9) $8, (5 & under) FREE

—Buffet and Carryouts Available—

DRIVE-THRU

St. Michael Church

Russellville

ADULT MEALS ONLY @ $13
SERVING GENEROUS PORTIONS OF:

Our famous rope sausage, roast beef, real 
mashed potatoes, gravy, seasoned green beans, 
homemade slaw, applesauce, homestyle bread & 

chocolate sheet cake

FESTIVAL
DINNERFALL

Sunday, September 19
served from 11 am to 6 pm

PRIZE DRAWING — SILENT QUILT AUCTION

Plus a limited supply of our famous Jennings premium 
raw rope & bulk sausage will be for sale!

First come, first served

Pro  Life Breakfast

St. Alexander Church

BELLE
Sausage, ham, scrambled eggs, 

pancakes, biscuits & gravy

Sunday,

September 12
7-11 am
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